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Introduction

People have been writing syllabics using their own style, depending on where they
learned the system, which community they come from, how old they are and what
pronunciation they use. This manual has been prepared to help people write the Cree

syllabics in a more consistent way.

Cree Language and Culture teachers and linguists together with the Education
Consultants in Cree Programs have been working toward a consistent spelling system for
the Southern and for the Northern dialects for many years. The process is still ongoing
and this manual is being updated periodically. There have been spelling revisions since
the first Cree Lexicon was published in 1987. Subsequent publications of books and
dictionaries incorporated the spelling changes, and so will the next print and online

publications.
Although each Cree community in the James Bay area has its own distinct style of

speaking the language, there are two main dialects of Cree with different pronunciations,

so there are two main ways of spelling - Northern and Southern.
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Syllabic Chart - Eastern James Bay Cree

\V4
e
vV
we
vV Vv
pwe pe
‘U U
twe te
-9 9
kwe ke
1 1
chwe che
T 1
mwe me
e el
nwe ne
- -
Iwe le
Y Y
swe  se
v \
shwe she
4 4
ywe ye
U v
rwe re
\/ \
VWe  ve
@] @]
thwe the
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Finals

k kw

- n « N

v, f, ph

th
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Part One: Dialect Differences

1.1 The syllabic chart

The full syllabic chart shows all the symbols that are used in writing Eastern
James Bay Cree. Some symbols are used only in the Southern dialect, not in the
Northern, as explained below.

1.2 North - South differences

Speakers from Wemindji, Chisasibi, Whapmagoostui, and sometimes Eastmain use <q s
<L, L, a, &, oinsteadof V, V, U,12, 1, o, 4, "\.

Southern Northern
Vibe <t
Vs <pd
U-V"Abe ¢-<"Ap=
9o -<<i¢ bo-<dALC
1be Lbe
TIAA LLAA=
»-<° a-ge°
YA \pd
AN Ao
4j° Lo

The Northern speakers donotuse <, C, b, L, L, a, N, ¢», Y butinstead use A,
n,enr,r o, J, P

Southern Northern
<d-ob° Ada be
C"bLo N"bL°
b<¢ PAC
L'V~ Mol
Lra "Ab> MYo"Ap>
al® ol
Nbe Pbe
Ve S<pLe
Li'Pa b r'Not
Revised March 2017 Southern Spelling Manual



However, < is used in both Northern and Southern dialects at the beginning of a word, and

after " in some verbs.

Southern Northern
<q|N"d <q|N"d
ars s
<L"d <"
>CL"q >Cr'q

1.3 Eastmain speakers

In Eastmain, speakers use both Southern and Northern pronunciations since the
community is on the boundary of the two dialect areas. Sometimes the two

pronunciations are used in a single word, or show up in the written form.

14 S, ¢, A, N “and\, V', &, on, ¢

Both these sets are used in writing East Cree words. Some Inland speakers may

N

pronounce the b, J*, &, ¢n, “ashy, ¢, A, N, " and therefore may want to check

their spelling with the dictionary.

NP AN VSN @
NS \un©

Pa° S'b?

P> SSde

NS NLE

A< Sbe

\rd 3

Ko< ' Vir1°

1.5 Writing v at the end of a word

There is a tendency for southern coastal speakers to pronounce U as ¢ at the end of words.

Special attention is needed when writing final U.

Write... Not...

ApdL Apdc

V o<b" VvV o<bic
v AJ'UL"W vV AJ'ULNC
ApdhapL Apdhapc
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Note that there are words that do end in € (such 1b¢, V o-<¢) and these ones should

not be changed to Y.

1.6 Inland and Coastal differences in pronunciation

There is a dialect difference between Inland and Coastal Southern speakers in the

pronunciation of certain words such as the ones below. Such words are marked in the

dictionary as either 'coastal' or 'inland'.

Coastal
oL
o<
oINS
A~
MNre>ARY
oM bD>ARY
PYPAD>ARY
Apsrre
Abc
Ap-due
ApNS9e
Aprd-UP
Apo<
Anre"
Ab'ne
<"AA

> AT
Ny
<I>A'e
>'rd
»<iVbJ"
VUt
<PPobt
JeUe

p<

Revised March 2017

Inland
oLpe
oLra <
ore NS
Ab
MNre>As
- b>AS
PYPADAS
Aairre
Aa~c
AgdUe
Aoh90
AorUe
Acu<
Aorae"
Aa"n?
<q"dA

> IqNe
e
<>"e
>'rde/>'rd
»<iVbJa"o-<iVb "
VbUDCH
<PN“bt
SV

by<
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Part Two: r"b“Cb>" The Use of Dots
2.1 Dots Over a Syllabic Symbol

A dot above a syllabic symbol marks a long vowel. The dot can be used over the A set,
the < set or the B> set. There is no dot over the V set.

Short (no dot) Long (with dot)

i A“dU® Ard i
wi AR Al wii
pi AT<S Ar<< pii
ti n<e A-<¢ tii
ki Pre p< kii
chi  Ma° foo chii
mi  rd A mii
ni oA FA” nii
si PhJ P>N" sii
shi  b? Sb'> shii
u > >ne uu
pu >-juUe > puu
tu )-<g° yie tuu
ku dCA° de kuu
chu Lo~ JdLa>A  chuu
mu JiNd Js muu
nu PRVARCH o't nuu
su AA"U° A'be suu
shu Jeoo° coco"9° shuu
yu M dne yuu
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Short (no dot) Long (with dot)

a <« <"p9 aa
wa <N -ge waa
pa <"be <'balt paa
ta 'Mo° ¢'ro° taa
ka  bbld b-b"Ab®  kaa
cha LU'bV*© L"bnad chaa
ma Lr<<d Lr<d maa
na a << arVe naa
sa Nb-\Ve LWvb<1e  saa
sha  en"apT0 &"9"Ab®  shaa
ya Lirebt 4o yaa

2.2 Dots in Front of a Syllabic Symbol

Dots are written before a syllabic symbol and indicate a w sound before the vowel, or

between the consonant and the following vowel.

No w-dot in front w-dot in front

e Ve ‘V<obt we

a Al 9 wa

i A4nd> ‘A4© wi

i A<Ne A<y wii
aa <d<ne <o waa
pe \'& QA pwe
paa <op LoD pwaa
te U-V"Abe A-U° twe
taa CAde C<d twaa
ke q"q¢ QU kwe
kaa C"be C"be kwaa
chaa Lo ‘Lbc¢ chwaa
me TbY S mwe
maa Lo L9 mwaa
naa rae M-a.° nwaa
se >4 V<d AN swe
she \,dv Lo\,° shwe
yaa b < bn<d ywaa
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Part Three: Syllabic Finals

The syllabic finals are a small version of the last column of regular size symbols on the
chart. They are used mainly at the ends of words. ® and “ and " are also used in the
middle of words. The syllabic finals may be used alone or in a set of two or three, but no

more than three in a row are used. When there are three in a row, the last one is always ".

3.1 Small syllabic symbols at the end of a word

One symbol Two symbols Three symbols

rnur\ll

,<]o ,<io||

é_\/o é_\/oll

C< 4dll< 4dll<ll

H'< H'<||

>4b¢ Pl

<c |—||c’ ,ch ,chn

ne uvp!c'e

r~Nd <N N Men

<it >NRL!

<Nt >yt

>C<e >C<et >C<q "

rch rCan

<< G-

<< AeC Aecn

'A'<i° o-hb o-hbn
Dé_wb Dé_wbll
qrhd qrhdll
CAM<
>Nec AeC At
rijne
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3.2 No'lor %inthe middle of a word

Do not write the small syllabic finalst and * in words like the ones below; note

however that many small symbols are used in the middle of personal names.

Write... Not...
CoU" Ceun
oU" <qeU"
o Nk
LoU° LeUe
o9 and
oD"dpe a)lgpe
oD"Ct a)NCL
oD"> ">
o CrVvd" o Chvd"
A << AL<S
qr<< Jr<d
AF<<d AL<{

3.3 ‘and? at the end of a word

Only a small number of words end in ®; most words end in 9.

e L

dce [e~Nd
A~dC INVNRIC

b 9

o_'-\b qud

% -Ac\V/9

>g-b! ‘Ag-9

ONhe Moo

V o VrLe <J4"Cba AN
Ate Mo"Ad

<gpe b9

Jve Pied

>5rhe >5Phr<d and many more
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You must pay attention to ¢ and ® at the end of verbs.

b ba-VaC"
b D>CL'"®

b ba-Vr'CT9Y
b >CL"q7¢

For most words ending in ¢ be careful to write A, N, J*, o~ andnot >,J, e, o

before final 9.

Write...
r<nd
MoA9
fUe
><fyd
Ab'Nd [ Ad"Ne
N9
S<Lne
S<one

Not...

[«Dd
fo>d

N

D> eu?

AL [ Ag "9
oD

S<L1De

S<oDd

Certain words, however, use < instead of A in the Southern dialect.

Southern
brn<d
-Arr<d
>SPar<d
[MA-V<9
ACNAIT"Cd
<dge
a<<Qr'ce

Revised March 2017 12

Northern
bUAY
‘APPAS
>SPSPAY

A“AT'NY

<'||d||md
a<f'Nd
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3.4 How the small syllabic symbols change when an ending is
added

3.4.1 Words ending with <, ¢, b t L a & «

Animate Plural Suffix
When you add this ending, just make the final big, then add .
Use <, ¢, b, L, a, K, o

Singular Plural

SS< SIS

ALwc | Ag e ALeCv | Aa-gy
>Nb >1bY

kb <LLv

VI'be VIbal

a1t a 1KY

- <-<eat

Locative Suffix
When you add the locative ending, meaning 'in, at, to, on' etc, change the small <, ¢, ®, U,

L, & % 2 tobigA, N, P, A, T, o, P, V.

b

Word Word + Locative
S< SHAW

<b¢ <bA"v

>Ne >p"e

v v

<it <hrme

VI'be VI'bo

o 1h o 1P

FA FAPM
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Diminutive Suffix

When you add the diminutive ending you usually change the small syllabic final <, ¢, ®,
L, L, e tobigA, N, P, I, T, o.

Word Word + Diminutive
4dll< qdllAw

rllc rllnw

>nb >1p«

< <pe

<it <ire

Voo VM bo

Be careful with the diminutive of words where final ® changes to J** or “. In addition,
the following changes may take place N, N, d, D, ¢, C change to I, f, J, J, U,
‘Landv, 7, 4, 4, L, - change to J", Sy oo, &, o, con.

Word Word + Diminutive
rce rce

o Ih Y Al

<prs <pfe

>N >N

>C<le >iL<o

Another exception is the change of final ® to I* in a few words:

o_'-\b o_'-\r\w

Revised March 2017 14 Southern Spelling Manual



Possessive Suffix

When the possessive endings are added, little <, ¢, ®, b\, <
n,e,nr,r, o, 7, J

Word
SU<
|—||c
<o pe
.<jt.
Tbe
a1

<lbv

Here is a summary of how the finals will change:

S
>1¢
>N®
NG
v -be
a1

<lbv

3.4.2 Words ending with ¢

Animate

Plural
SS<LY
>LCv
>1bt
<LLY
Vi'bal
o 1KY
<APbent

Word + Possessive

o'V AL
oMNt

o<oPPL

<Pt
ocNbot
oa 1Pt

o ClPbyt

Diminutive

SPA”

>Ln-

>pP«

NN B
Vi'bo
oI, I
APb

Locative

SPAN
>LN"
>Ap"Y
<L
Vb
o 1P
NICYAC

The little ¢ changes to big d when an ending is added.

<N"d
qud

gsphd
<<nd

.Ld

Revised March 2017

Animate
Plural
<1N"dv
<rsdv
< pidv
s gu
-Ldv

Diminutive

<n'd-
qrade
<SP
<J<hde
1d-

15

Locative/
Simulative
SURK- B
qrhd'
<sptdte
<< ghe
Ldm

8, “ Dbecome big A,

Possessive

o' SAL
slNt
O1PL

oa 1Pt

o ClPbyt

Possessive

oCN"dt

o Crhdt
AL AN
o<J<hdt
oLdt
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3.4.3 Words ending with °
When the animate plural ending is added to a noun, the °® becomes P>.
aVe a VP

LoUe° LoUpt

When the animate plural ending is added to a verb, the ® becomes P>.

o<° o<pl
Cve 1CvDL
<J<70 <J<IPY
dCA® JCADL

When the diminutive, locative or possessive ending is added to a noun, the ° is dropped.

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
a Ve a Ve a V" oaVt
LoUe LoU® Loum oLoUt
>rLe >rLe >pLm SPLE
If the suffix is "' (h), then the ° is kept.
a Ve
LoUe Lo-Uen

3.4.4 Some exceptions

Be careful of the following words where ' becomes 4, " becomes # and

“ becomes & when an ending is added.

<Nt
Art
JH
<>

More examples of words with these endings:

Revised March 2017

Animate
Plural

<1Ndv
Ar L
dav
>eob

Locative/
Simulative

<Nt
Acdm
Jam
et

Diminutive

arde
Arde

Jeo®

>eao?
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ant
<Nd"be
ANJdc<a b A
<ANJIA-A"
<ANdbe
<aNdeN-be
<N
<ANJdC<ate
<NJbr
<QNdree

“and ©

APt

Ar1'be
Ardra"Ab>
API-VEA
ArdCm
Ar v

AP e

Ardm

s
Jabe
dere
Jebs
jau
Jaw
ot
jan

.<'>w
<>eole
I>ea0"b>
>eol ML
<>eu1°
<>eohd
<>euhrd
>eo>No v
<>eo1bbe
<>eaCPS
J>eorf<A

Here are some words with * and ¢ before a consonant. These sounds may be difficult to

hear for some speakers, so check with the dictionary.

sch
Apsppe
AaSrre
ASPT°
e
NIl
<o b
NIRRT
b b
<AL
borae
L\PPo LA

Revised March 2017

shch
rorLUS
b-bwN°
Joped-ve
Qepge
PoPAY
(o)d-C
é_wb
Sl
rbSP>
AboN°

17

sp

A ACVP
MAG-CJV°

bSASe
[h>e
">

P <bN

a

<AA-AL

rhve
M<be
r<rd

shp

fo>
A°A°
ACNAJ
<o Loy
N
A Ac-Ct
oA,
<qQeA~CLe
ACAIM
A-<Le
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sk
[Sd-V°
<°d
bl
>Sb>

Revised March 2017

shk
Lod-<°
Jebl
Lwd-A°
bbbt
<ed"h
<“d-o°

18

st
.q.'\.)'\do.
<Ns
rD-<e

sht
JoUqa b
<J-N"AN°
& oCV"
q-C'ge
N
Ject
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3.6 Theuseof"(h) 4"4-<be

The " (h) symbol is a difficult one to use correctly. There are a few places where it is
used predictably, mostly in grammatical endings, but otherwise, you have to train

yourself to hear it when someone pronounces a word.
The " (h) symbol does not occur at the beginning of a word, except in names.
e ||<',<'qc "<ih.

Iy —o ||<'h ||V0q

For certain words, the " (h) symbol may be used more often in the Inland dialect than in
the Coastal dialect.

Vb Ad b Coastal
Vb Aa 6"V Inland

3.6.1 " (h) in the middle of a word

The " (h) is used in the middle of a word between two vowel sounds or before some

consonants. Here are some examples:

Before A, A, B>, >, 4, <, 4 Before A, A, >, >, <, <, <, <
VAV, qd"<
> A <
>Jn >r<Ip>
>N"AN° >A"<
MGV >UArb®
<"AA >rbN"<
<"V LDb"<
LN"Abe >I<
L"A<d i<
LPa "Ab> <>

r<e
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BeforeN, N, J, D, ¢, ¢, -C, ¢

[hc

Vit
>rOe
>rye
Ar"DA
AD"U°

_6"(

S"UA
[>||C',A||
U"C>A>

BeforeP, P, d, d, b, b, ‘b, b, ¢

<"dd
anme
Alld
Lnp
nd
>hge
[>"ch"
>'p7e
<]'||do.
i7||bo.
<i"b°'
q'ubc.

Before I, f‘, J, J, L, -L, L
/'\Ilqo
>
> jye
AIIL,
Liupo
A" ]
bllprllb
npe
™D
SL<o°

Before &, », ¥, ¥, b, ‘b

<gJ
,q’/\llzlo
r-nd"4e
L|”A|°
Paut4e
Ao
A"4dd
aVvh4e
Jdebt
j"4-ve
PhAANCE

You can hear the " sound clearly when you say these pairs of words:

With " (h)
e
o
'A"<°

'Dllqo | <A>"N°

i7||4|o
L"dn,°
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[d

&)
A<Lo
>ne
b4e
Ld.°
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L"e LP

VnC'o VC’o
>"PACH >rACH
<'||/\||C'o </\U°
rnen r¢ch

"' (h) is never used before m, n, s, sh.

3.6.2 " at the end of a word

At the end of a word " (h) is used to mark grammatical categories such as the inanimate

plural of nouns or verbs, obviative of animate nouns, locative of nouns, imperative

marker of verbs, etc.

Inanimate plural marker

Nouns:
Singular Plural
>C<Le >C<Le
LPa"Ab® LPa"Ab>"
e et
>-<¢ D>
N<rJ-Ae N<rld-Ae"
>Lbe D>Lbet
>r¢ >pct
Verbs:
Singular Plural
[H° !
<< << "
Mo g
V'Cde V' Cae"
od* od*"
M d* Mo Nd*"
LPe Lt
Geye Jergon
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.<'<'o ,<'<'ou

Animate obviative marker

Possessed animate nouns

"' (h) is used at the end when the possessor is "' (h) is not used at the end when the pc
third person (he, she, they) is first or second person (I, you, we)
>UC-AM >"C-AL" D>1CP>-<jon S"CA O"CAa>

>b-A" >b-Ad" D>bD>-<o" obA ob-Ad®

>d-" >dr<" >dr-<o" od" odra®

>yt >Urd" >U-<jo" Ut PUM b/o-Ura e
Db Dby " D><by-<Jon bl RV

LI L™ D>LL-<Jon oLLLY oLLMaal

Obviative Nouns with Transitive Animate Verbs

When a Transitive Animate Verb has two third persons, one of them adds an " (h) at the
end.

<ic'r Lrj-mo b
o <<T° U,
<jer" -<J<rd o U

do <AP1° dod" ANt
d& <Q1° U

"(h) on expressions of time
" (h) is found on expressions of time
V5 APY AN D> Lo

TP PPbeN >,
Vdt Prbot >,
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"(h) on habitual verbs

" (h) is found on conjugation #12b to indicate a habitual or repetitive event: 'whenever...'

Conjunct Indicative Neutral (CIN) (#11) CIN Habitual-Iterative (#12b)
vV Iedbe Lraen
b rrebe b rrAber
1 IrAbe 1 TrALen
r4ra<tL r4ra<L L

" (h) as a marker of Imperative verbs for second person singular forms

3rd person 's/he...' 2nd person singular '(you)...'
-<° <"

qprece <qprec

Mo-"-9° Fo"-qn

<> g

AP-b> AP-b<"

obl o bt"

& oL

<< e

"Pebt C'pebn

Note that " (h) is used for the command forms 'do it to it' and 'do it to me' but not for 'do

it to him'.
(do it to) it (do it to) me (do it to) him
aUe ac" Qo o
>PAUP >PAC >PAT >PA
-<4<10 << gL <<t
rhd-ve ro" " rd
Lo\° Loes" Loeo" Lo
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3.6.3 " (h) in the Locative suffix

In the locative marker for nouns and particles " (h) is used before ¥. Note that not all

particles of location use "v.

Particles:

" (h) is used
[>C'||L,
/'\ucbrlll,
oCrmv
b
Lrm
sbo v
ACNML
o"A A"
al"MAgM
arvnArm
6_||C'||l,

Nouns:

Locative

IJ'/'\IIL

Lb"Abo"

AP

|LP~<."/\"|-'

Tsba "'

U'C>Ac"v

.<”'wt.

rAa"Ngdme

Lo "Abo"Y

Note that another ending which sounds exactly like the locative can be added to nouns for

" (h) is not used
(@
ucpv
NA“dY
LU
AL [ Ll
len"cy
>SNCdot

Non-locative

A

Lb"Abe

APt

rr-<r<

T5ba® or 1°b.5
u"C>-A>

4P

rda"Ne
LPa"Ab®

people and animals. This is the simulative suffix and it is translated as like a ...".

aV° man
<Nt dog
Revised March 2017
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a V" like a man
SURN like a dog
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3.6.4 " (h) in verb suffixes

If a verb ends in t or ¢, these finals will change to " when Y or ® is added as a

conjunct verb ending.

Independent Conjunct
IR AV A
CdJe vV Cdye
<<t VARl
bt V Thb'"e
AN V oA"

P e v opdm
od* vV od"
Mahde V rahd'
>PACH vV DIAC!"®

The endings of some verbs change the final ¢ to " before U in the plural form:

o e (we, but not you)
b o<be b <"

b <d<nrie b d<neim

b A'DCLe b A'DCLM

Other verbs endings change the final ® to " before 9 in the plural form:

 (you) fLy5 (you andI)
b o<pe b o<phd
b <d<nrpe b <<nppne

For Inland speakers, there is an " (h) in some endings.

Inland Coastal
5Ta o V &la oM V &Ta ov
[PAa 6 V PAa oM V PAa ob
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3.7 Large syllabic symbols that sound like finals

There are some sounds for which no final exists. In this case a large syllabic without a dot has
been used, but is not fully pronounced, much like the final 9.

oo

oD

o
In a few numbers a final 'u' sound may be heard, but there has been a decision not to write it. The
"u' sound can be clearly heard when a suffix is added to the number:

rcue rc-ce

V5 den< V5 der<o
S o< S oo <0
IS T <O
o>H< o> <0

Part Four: A, A and »

It is easy to be confused about which of these symbols to write, as they often sound the

same in pronunciation. Here are a few examples and rules.

41 A orr at the end of words

Some words end with A and others with ™. For instance, words about liquids end with
<A.
Nouns ending with A

>IA >CA D>'"AMbA YN <dadA <I>A
><bCA DSABA  <ASA ><'dA  JdSa>A
<A D>1“NCA DSbA DA >edA  -Ada>A
r<A > 1CA >rUSbA >AA >d'"CdA  D>rba>A
d"deo’bA <d"dA ADa>A

>'"DbA  <IMNd"DA A"dA

-‘ACbA >N"dA
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Particles ending with A

<A L"r<CA alA
Nouns ending with » or &

>UM A K rs
Particles ending with &

N

The words below are more irregular than words which end in a small symbol, as the
ending changes in unpredictable ways when a suffix is added. Some words drop the A
and others do not when a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix is added. Pay attention
to the endings, as they are very irregular. If the previous <, C, b is short (no dot), then
change it to <., C, b. Sometimes the final dA changes to -b.

. Diminutive Locative Possessive
>CA >Ce > o>Ct
><bCA ><bC >bCML 5“bCL
<A r<A” <A <AL
<A P<A” <A o P<At
> bA >, be >J b >J bt
>SAbA >SAbe >SAbML >SAbt
>PLSbA >risbe >risb"e >risbt
MbA b PN MSbt
<ICA <€~ e o<ICt
>“bCA ><bCe ><bChe 5-bCL

1A 1A” AN oA
-A"dA A"b At oAbt -A'dA"
oA [oA® oA o[ oAl
<AAA AAS?, <IAAY Ao AN o CAA
D>rcoA D>crcoA” ANY U (not said)
>AA >Ade. D>AAC >An odt
<dadA Ja-b” <Jarb" ocadA
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><dA
<d"dA
<I>A
Jdra>A
>U"A
<ded"dA

4.2 A and A in the middle of a word

After (h) " the long A is used:

Lra"AN°
>CL"ANe
V<"ANe
Pb"Ane
LC"ANe

Some words with short A in the middle are:

<A<~
VA-V"

43 Usingre

™ is used instead of A in many words:

obro
F4p7e
LRAUC
LRSS
LRPAUC

Revised March 2017

Db D>ebit, >edA't 5ebt
<d"dA” <{d"dA"v oCd"dAt
<1>A* <{>A"v oc(C>A
Jdra>e, Jdra>Ae  Jdra>n cddra >t
>U"A® >U"AN SU"AL
dcd"dA” dcd"dA"r ocCcd"dAt
Lra"Abe
>CL"Ab®
V<"Ab*
Mb"Abe
LC"Abe
AU dANd
<A
or o< (Inland)
r4ap'ct (words for thinking)
LAAC (words for stroking, brushing)
LBt (words for shore, edge)

LAPACt (words for tearing)
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™ is used in some verb endings:

(c)
(")
(A)

()
(L))
(<)

o<

o<pe
<<

o <au
<t
o<
<49

o-<-C°
<<
J<pU!

oo

b

AL
AR
NS
<JARY
AL
<JAR"S
<IN49
N

od"t
odopt
oy

Use ™ in longer words made from words which end in <

AIP<d
Ar<d
>4 <d
RIRSY
<<
>Ir<d
>N"P<
Vb
C"d"r<
<ANr <<
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ATP<RIVe
AT<pVe
>4<pAIVe
Pr<pIVe
<<NIVe
>'P<AIVe
>N"P<NIVe
<Jro<hVe
C'd"P<pIVe
<JINr<pve
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ATP<RICe
AT<pICe
>-a<pCe
PP<RUCe
<<pICe
>'P<RICe
>N"P<ACe
<Jrbprce
C'g"r<piCe
ANr<pce
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4.4 New spelling for €° and Cd=, DC' and DC-V°

Note that the words A"C® and A"Cd®, A"dCt and A"DC-Ve, begin with A"... which is
often not pronounced. Nevertheless it is written. It can be heard clearly when a prefix is

added to the word or the first vowel is changed.

Write... Not...
A"C° ce
A"Cd* Cde
A"DCt Pl
A"DCVe dCVe
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Part Five: Syllabic Symbols not to forget to write

5.1 Short A or d at the beginning

In many words the short A or < at the beginning is not pronounced in ordinary fast
speech. However, you can hear it when a prefix is added to the beginning of a word.
Make sure to write the A or <, even when it is not audible or pronounced.

A-b"UL it

A-<° q-oNe

A-dU° NS

A-AI <4JCe°

AS-9° <sNs

A'\.qw <|"-\d

A-<dU° Qe

A-<Jre <q-bA"Uat

ANt dlb”
b
<dA"be
(e
AL LA
4“9 A

52 A and A

Word beginning with A and -A sound alike. In order to decide which one to write, it is best to
check with the dictionary.

‘A wi ‘A wii

AL*" calf of leg A-<e them

‘Ad  her/his body -A°" his wife

‘A her/his bladder A-C his bag, load, container
-ALS meat

5.3 -A< at the end of a word

A noun can be made from a verb by adding *A® to a verb.

u'c> U'C>+Ae
<prive <ApM'V-Ae
PSdCLNe PSdCLN-AS
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APo"bd APo "ol A

5.4 - atthe end of a word (A NEW RULE Fall 2015)

Words which refer to a box or container or sealed packages are now spelled with -<1¢ at the end
(and not -AS).

<d<"Ab_o-¢ <IN"UD><¢ <N"y-¢
<Ad o€ P<AreNd-¢ VA&A o<
b-c_bA-<¢ b b o€ b M-9"<J_o-<¢
LPa"VMa o<¢ LPa "Aba "Nd << [-<c
r~Nd-<c¢ J"dLo© o 1wUd-¢
o> ¢ FLD> o o<bo¢
o b1 Ud-¢ V5 dI<¢ V5 d-<¢

A& "Nd-¢ A"CA_o-<]¢ Vd"Ab o<
SSN< ¢ SbD><¢ Lebee
LR ><b-<¢

.Ad/\.qc .A.<]c

5.5 o at the beginning of a word

In many words, which begin with o, there is a tendency to write this syllabic symbol as a
small. But the small symbol is only used at the end of words.

Write... Not...
o D"dre aDigpe
o9 and
oD"> L=
o D-<i<T° *)-g<T°
oCr" aCrm
o C-<JSt *C-JSr

Some numbers are pronounced two ways, with or without o~ at the beginning.

d-Ceov od-Cob six

b4 o° od o° eight
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5.6 T atthe beginning of a word

Often words, which are written with [* at the beginning, are pronounced with “ or

The big I should still be written before N, J, C.

Write...

rUt
rC<St
rCob
rcCeoNe

Also before ...

Write...

5.7 I in the middle of a word...

rP rs9e
PP orre

Write...
VP
A'PSD
<f~Nat
b"PNat
Revised March 2017
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Not...
wUL
~C-JSt
“Cos

“CroN*

Not...
Hp rkqo.
SEOTPe

Not...
VA
A
<Mat
b°Nat
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Part Six: Adding endings to nouns and verbs

6.1 Adding a suffix to nouns which end in °

When a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix is added to most words that end in °, the

° is dropped (see also section 3.4.3 above).

Diminutive Locative/Simulative Possessive
& Ve aVve VAL o VL
Ak.qo Ak.qw Ak.qllb O_CH.C]L
>rLe >rLe >rLme oPLE
Ayae Arav Aya e o ALt
><b° ><bne ><bnie 57bNt
al° a1 [ o1b>¢ o M oot
A4° A4 A4 o A4k
LoUe® LoU~ LoUne olLoUt
ArdU° ArdU” Ardu"v ocN<dUL
obe &b b ocobt
v<e V< V< V<t
dak ’rIe i oMt

Exceptions...

Diminutive Locative/Simulative Possessive
e <P <P o <Pt
<JA"dae <JA"da v <JA"da v oCA"da L

Note: The ° is changed to B> when the animate plural ending is added (see also section

3.4.3 above).
a Ve a VPt
’re ’rIpL
A'\.qo A'\.qDL
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6.2 Adding endings to nouns which end in A

When the noun ends in A, often the A is dropped.

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
<I>A A>ACI<I> q>ne c(>Ale>A
<A A <NAAY N A o CAA
AdDa>A  ADA>AC-ADE >V :ADa >"v o ADa>A
Be careful of the following words where d becomes b (or does not):
Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
<ladA <a-b* Ja-b" ocadA
-A"dA A"b” A" oAbt
> dA >-be >l 5-bt
>d"CdA >d"Cb >d"Cbht od"C*dA

6.3 Adding endings to nouns whichend in J, &, 4, D,

When a suffix for the diminutive, locative, or possessive is added to these words, the syllabic
changes from e to J*, A to ¥, Jtol and < to P,

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
AJ Afe AP o APL
Ao AL AL AL
ANJ ANPe ANPI o AAPL
b"bJ b'bfe b'b e ob"bfL
> D> e D> P o">rot
Mdclad  rhdciade rhdcLadne oMdCLnrt
L' L't L' o't
AL RIN L ALP oALpt
<49 <jeqhhe <joqhne o<j~qdit
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R s PR P L WAL J-grqgine o-<J-<Jradit

A4d A4S A4P" o A4PL
Ard Appe N Al
As A& Ash cN&t

There are some words which end in J or J that do not change to I or N.

Diminutive Locative/Simulative Possessive
<id <ide <Jme oCdt
LoD LoD« LoD oLodt
A A A o AL
<arsd' <qrhdrde <qrhdrone oCrhd't

6.4 Adding endings to verbs which end in >, ">, >, ), J, &, 4,

<
46> 4bD>AL
AL ALD>P'D>-AL
<> <>-Av
P ob> P ob>+Ab
L LD-AL
APd APd-AY
AJ AJ-AY
<o <AL
rrd [rA-AL
<< <<<AL

6.5 Adding endings to verbs which end in = or L

The small * or - will change to a big J or _o. This is difficult to hear in the coastal
dialects but easier in the inland ones.

~<j<“CL < du

O Chqv

AT e ATLob | ATSBY
Cd e CdLab /| CdS'BY
>Crye >Cry el /| DCrysv
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Part Seven: Boundaries

7.1. Adding a personal prefix

The personal prefixes are o=, IF, and P> and are added to possessed nouns. Note that

only oo and I are added to Independent verbs. They are written joined to the word.

If the word begins with A then add o N,

Nouns

So<
oS S AL
PLSAL

> SAL
oS SATE®
(AN
PLASAT-<O
D>J LA

Ah.qo
oN>9t
rNS-9L
>Ns-9Lt

Verbs
r'\bL

o[ h9«
rr-9q«
bt
o["9a*
fr-9a o
Prhag <o
MMbdb

rN or BN.
ASbA

o N>bA >
PO

If the word begins with V then add oU, U, or PU.

vir'-be
oUlMbe
rUM-be

>Urbe

VNroJ*
cUNNMocJye
rUunfoeJ«
VNlroJ*

If the word begins with < then add o=C, C or PC.
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o I
o ¢St
rC-<S/t
>C-JS L
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<>
o CA>
PCA>
<>
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If the word begins with < then add <rC, PC, or BC.

If the word begins with B>, then use 6 or d. For the 'her/his' third person change the
short B> toa long one by adding a dot B>,

<<"Abe <d<nre /| <<nd
o C<"Ab> oC<nNrde | oC<nre
rC<"Abe ré<nrie / ré<nre
>C<"Ab> d<nde /| <d<nd

>C<e >Nat
oC<Le oN—o*
dc<e dN-e
>C<Lle

If a noun begins with B> then add 0'5, I"b, or BD.

P>-¢
)-<INa®
rD-<1N-<°
>)-<IN-<°

If a verb begins with B then changeto © or d.

°>||r'\o
_6||r\o.

d'ur'\o.

Note that it is a very common for children to use J instead of d in words traditionally

beginning with d:
Traditional Cree Modern Cree
d"C-A J'C-A
d"d- Jidt
dore Jore
d"dre Jugrs
dc<e Jc<Le
d'fe Jupe

Revised March 2017

38

Southern Spelling Manual



Nouns that are already possessed do not add these prefixes, since these prefixes are
already part of the word. These are mostly names of relatives and body parts and are
called dependent nouns (marked nad or nid in the dictionary).

od" o b¢
rds PabC
P>d-" P>5be

A few words are also dependent nouns that are not the names of relatives or body parts.

ant rés ¢ <dadA
o Ut v o Ch a-<¢ oo dA
rUL (o rCs f-<c fadA

B>UL -Av >C* -AC P>a dA"

7.2 Using a preverb

A preverb is a short word, used before a verb. When there are several preverbs they occur
in a fixed order: first the ones that indicate grammatical ideas such as subordination, then,
the ones for tense (future, past), then, the ones for mood, (want, can, should) and then the
lexical ones indicating aspect or quality. These preverbs are written separately from the
verb, and the personal prefixes o~ and " are joined to the first preverb in the Independent

mode. Here are some examples:

Independent Independent Conjunct

third person first person third person
neutral V o<¢
future rb o<° ob <= 1 ~<¢
past f <o of o< b o<
want A <o oA <> g o<e
should r<" o<° o<" <=
go to o) o<° oco) o<° a3 o<¢
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Preverbs can undergo initial change , like *< waa and &3 naatuu above. This happens

only when they end up in the first position, when there is no
preverb V e or b kaa occupying the first position.

If there is more than one preverb, they are written separately from each other.

with an Independent verb with a Conjunct verb
Mb A o<°
f A <o b o<¢
r<" f o<° VI o<S
rb ff o<° V A o<<

If a preverb occurs after a personal prefix o= or I, the o= or " is joined to the first preverb.
These personal prefixes are used only with Independent verbs. Any preverb following the
first one is separated.

oA o< ob ‘A o<

ob <

rA o<o rb A o<o

o<" o< o<" ‘A o<
r<" o<o r<" f o<

ol <= of ‘A o<

In the examples below, see how the lexical preverb oD is written separately from the past
preverb [ in the Independent order, and from the preverb < in the Conjunct order. In the
last example, initial change (or changed conjunct) has turned o= to &.D. See also how

the personal prefix o-, attaches to the first preverb in the second sentence.

P oD bA1° doU" V <'<PASbRY,
chii nituu kwaapicheu aniteh e paahpaachipiskayich.

's/he went to fetch the water where it is rocky.'
off o) bA1* U V <"<PASHY

nichii nituu kwaapichen aniteh e paahpaachipiskaach.

'T went to fetch the water where it is rocky.'
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7.3

V o ba VALDAC ASKAIAd Vh DICAN
e nituu kanaweyimaausut ispayihiikuu wesa uhtaawiih.

'...when she goes to baby-sit, (so) her father drives her.'

0) o<l dod" PVARY [ PVLALY
netuu nitawaapamaat aniyuuh chisheiiyiyuu / chisheiinuuh.

'...then s/he goes to see that old man/men.’

Some preverbs can also be used as verb initials and are then written together with the
verb. For example: in o-0"D> nituuhuu, the oD nituu- part is called an initial. The rule to
use is: whenever a preverb is before a verb that exists on its own, the preverb can be
written separately from the verb, unless it is a fairly common verb. To learn more about
preverbs and see more examples, see the preverbs grammar page and look up preverbs in

the parts of speech in the online Dictionary.

Note: Some preverbs can also be used before a noun, in this case they are called
'‘preform'. Preforms are written attached to the noun.
Example: F<ALNZA® miyupimaatisiiwin. For more examples, see Word Formation:

Preform + Noun in the online grammar.

Making compound words

Two or three words can be joined together to make one new word, but there are almost
always spelling changes when this happens. The names of the months are good examples

of compound words.

Sometimes there is no change to the spelling of the words.
< + Sbe = <Jdsbe
Lr + aVve = Lra Ve

Often the syllabic final is made big when the second word begins with a consonant (use
AN N M o [ ¢ or Jin this case).

>C<o"1ba ®
>C<o 150

e + TSba ®
>C<le + Tbo
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soCL + dhdht = 5 Crdhdhy
o Th + AT = o TPAT
A>e + Awc = A>oAC
Note: o°® + Al = o PAI or o bAl

This also applies to words made of a second part that cannot stand alone (to which a final

is added):
>rLe + bld = >PLP>bIe
>rLJe + bld = >PLAD b

When the second word begins with a vowel symbol (V. A A > > < <) this vowel
disappears but the small symbol at the end of the first word becomes big.

Acrbe + <qsNs = Acsba b NS
e + qd"< = rdad'<
[o* + <dA"da® = [oerA"da °
Acrb® + <A = AcrbaA

Sometimes the beginning of the second word is dropped.

obd + Lla"Abs = obira"Ab>
>'de + >N"e = >'"do-N"(
rde + >N"e = Mdo-N"l
PLe + >rie = MLorLe

The w-circle ° is changed to P>.
AS-9° + [pL = AS-9P[ L
ave + [pL = aVPBIrt

The w-circle © is changed to B> and the beginning of the second word is dropped if it is
avowel (V A A > D> < ).

ASPe + <SP = ASPIDSP
a’l° + <Q"AA = o TB"AA
ale + q"<A = o TB>"<A

Note that the w-circle at the end of the first word becomes a w-dot in the compound
word:
A=dU° + <> = A“dU-<>
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The little ¢ becomes big d or -b.

be + Al = bdAT
rNe + AJ = MNdAJ
I_o_“A" + <iw||c — ro_uA,Bwuc

Many words add a B> between the words (and may drop the beginning of the second
word).

<Jb"Abo S DA
<Jb"Aba P B>A S
MClebrlA

<Jb"Abo + AP
<b"Abo + A
Mcrs +  drlAs

A number of words have shorter forms (acting as finals) to create new words:

long form short combining form new word
aVve > <ve rc + <ve° = re¢ve
ANQ° > h-ge (" + ~.9° = AV
a1h > s < + 1 = N

b? > <j¢ ave + <9 = a Vs
<> > <G> CAobe+ <G> = CALba>
AnS > Ap Ad It = ApIL
Ao > Ao Ac  + It = Aot

Sometimes a joining y or w is used:

aVe + v + b = a Vb
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Part Eight: New spellings as of summer 2015

The new spellings here are ones that are in addition to those noted in earlier sections.

8.1 b“d* and d*

The verbs of the ‘it is foggy’ family are now all spelled as b“d> kashkuun (and not as
bdA* kashkuwin).

bwd>

b da <

b da V(e
PSP d o<

kashkuun
kashkuunaapan
kashkuunapeshtaan
sischikashkuunipayi

Note: The noun for cloud is b”dA*  kashkuwin.

Nouns for ‘kinds of cloud’ end in 49 -askw:

bf”do.“" kashkuunaskw
<Na? yuutinaskw

Verbs for kinds of clouds end in d* -kun (with a short u)

Al de
oo Mhd*
Ld-d*
VNhd*

8.2 Pde

pimiskun
ninichikuskun
vakuskun
petiskun

The words for the ‘it is raining’ family are now spelled as rJe chimuun (and not as
PJ-A* chimuwin)

Qe

rda>

Lo d"<
PdadNe
L ioD>PSe
Plo<p/s
Plo<d

Pl A4S

Lo

Revised March 2017

it is raining

rainwater

raincoat

rain hat

Swainson's thrush bird, hermit thrush

rain pants

it is a sudden rain, it suddenly begins to rain
kind of warbler, literally 'rain bird'

s’he is caught in the rain
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83

-J° or -c!.‘L

VII verbs that used to end in -JA-> or -d-A* are now spelled -J* or -d*. As noted above,

these words include the M I* ‘rain' family. The remaining ones have the ending -J*
‘current’ , -d* ‘foggy’ or -"d* ‘drip’.

qrde
<JAMde
<bd*
<ANre-vde
Pobod™
Y SUNE
PSbASPI
rvde
P>rdde
PaCde
rSde
ARVAL
bSPhJe
dA I
Lispde
L-U-VJe
FrorNdd*
Jspde

& Cb1de
F"NJ-Vd*
<drUd*
<-bASPJ®
<<barsrde
</rde
\VANAS
VVIde
VeorVJe
ALb1d>
AcUD>J=
ArU-<blJ=
/'\uc'JQ.

AT J*
Ao-A-VJ*
BVAL
>pde
[NRVAL
NAES
Ade
NAVAVALS
SALI>
PP dde
>ripde
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it is where the current starts to descend

the current is slower, in a backwater

the current meets the bank

tide goes back out

it is an eddy of water, the current spins around

it is a steep rock falls, cascade

it is a current, rapids over a high rock, a steeply falling current
the tide goes out

itis an ice jam

it is where the current is strongest, it is a main current
it is a swift current

the noise of the rapids is loud

it is steep, high falls

the water flows straight

it (liquid) bubbles, boils up here and there

there is a sound of running water in a swift current
the current flows on either side of an island

it flows out, as water out of a spring

it is an on-shore current

it flows and falls over a cliff, rocks

the water is very shallow in the rapids, the rapids are almost dry
the water is very shallow in the rapids, the rapids are almost dry
the water is very shallow in the rapids, is going dry
the current flows over it (a dam)

the tide comes in

the water, current flows in a twisted way

the rapids sound near

the rapids are winding

the current foams up

the current creates foam in the water

it is a long rapids

there is a current

it flows down the bank, downhill

the sound of the rapids echoes

the water pours over into the canoe as it travels

it flows out of something behind a point of land

it flows out of something, it is an inlet to a lake

the current flows smoothly

the current, tide cuts a new channel

it is a rivulet, flowing water (ex after rain)

the current makes a split in the ice

the river flows from
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>AJ®
[>||PJQ.
<JpJe
4b-rhnde
bode
boda<e
<<L"rde
Still to be decided:

A4A"d-A> OR
ACAMCI-A OR
Ac")A OR

8.4 'flesh' and 'meat’

it is a narrows in a current

the current starts from there

the water has a depression on it caused by its swirl
the river runs in a bed of sand

it is foggy
it is a misty, foggy morning

it (ex. house) is dripping

A4N"d> there is soot on it
INN it has an upstairs
Ac"D> it seems alive

Do not confuse ‘A" wiyaas 'meat' with >L* uyaas 'flesh of the body', which is a

dependent noun:

flesh of the body meat to be eaten
> uyaas his own flesh -ALS  wiyaas meat
o7 niyaas my own flesh o%FL nuuyaasim  my piece of meat
M~ chiyaas your own flesh d>Pt  kuuyaasim  your piece of meat
>L L uuyaasim her piece of meat

The compound words use the spellings with > -uyaas:

oS
<antdis
dd"eobn
Qradis
<Phdibs
MSALs
< Uphs
P dLs
bdeob®
bdi
LadLs

8.5. [-«¢

muusuyaas
atihkuyaas
kuuhkuushuyaas
amiskuyaas
wachiskuyaas
mistusuyaas
paashteuyaas
chisheyakuyaas
kaakuushuyaas
kaakuyaas
maskuyaas

The word for ‘box’ is now spelled as [-<I¢ miiwat (and not ['A¢ miiwif) and all words

containing the ending -I¢ -wat referring to a container will be changed as well. These

words are listed in 5.4 above.
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8.6.

8.7

8.8.

8.9.

. Aro.
-AT* wiimin is now spelled with -A- and not with -A™ wiyi- to match the name of
Wemindji.

Are wiimin

Ara"ne wiiminaahtikw

Al wiiminichii

>4~

>4<1 wuyesh is now spelled with > u- and not with ‘A wi-.
>4« uyesh

>4<U" uyeshteh

but -A4“ wiyesh, which can be a command to a child, uses ‘A7 wiy-.
-<{Mo° and-<fat

The Inland spelling of -<\N-0° and -<INa.! is wrong and these words should be spelled
as <IMo° and -<IMa_; the sound -M*- can be pronounced as -N*- in many words but
should not be written that way. An example is the word -<{M&_b® which is often

pronounced in fast speech as -<IN<Jb®.

-0
Verbs ending in -a o -naanuu are spelled this way in the conjunct forms, and not as -
a o'A- or -aoA- as in the northern dialect.

V <Aao"
V oblao"

Note that a shorter form 6 -nuu is used for verbs which end with V° -eu or <i° -aau:

b 1C-<do"
b <o

The Inland dialect often adds 'h' before the 'ch' in certain conjunct forms, but the Coastal

people tend to leave it out. (Note: the conjugation guide contains the h, #11, 12a, 12b)

Coastal Inland

V ola v V ola "
V <Aa ov V <dAa oM
b CdSa ov b CdSa o
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8.10 <

The words for 'wash' are now all spelled with < and not < :

New spelling < Old spelling <
reC<p>Ce PeC<>Ceo
PoC<-APA PoC<ARd
1-C<>C° T-C<D>C
r,<p>ne r4.<p>ne
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Part Nine: Punctuation

9.1 r<"Abo“ Period

The end of a sentence is marked with x used as a period.
oToCr4ap'Ua® &2 V MCbo™ D> Lra"Ab>
9.2 A~dCl-<dbe, o"<dCl-gbe Comma
The comma is used to mark when you take a breath.
Ve, P, UAP b4" LSbA S M=C<NIDY,
9.3 Question mark

The English question mark is not used when the sentence begins with a question word
suchas €=, 4-Ve, 1-be, CA“<, or CoU"

q-Ve Udo,

1be b Mo"ape,

Ca PLSPPe.

CAS< | CAA” 1 Cd™,
CoU" V'Ce Pe,

The question marker < is added to make a yes-no question and is written separately.

0_<° 0_<° <.x
rrA rd <
d<nee d<nre <y
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The question marker < is written after the word to which you would like the answer

‘yes’ or ‘no’.

>CSM G [ Cdo ey P CdSe 4 DCASM,
P <d<Te 4 DTN AT G P -<G<T0

9.4 Quotation marks

These are not used in writing Cree syllabics. Instead, verbs like AU®, Aa.6 and
ACbb are used to indicate that someone else is speaking, or that someone's words are

being reported.

A<V ob PA> AU° A

Part Ten: Writing Names

Writing the names of children is very difficult these days when parents often give their sons and
daughters English names which have non-Cree sounds and unusual spellings. The teacher and
the parent(s) may often have different ways of pronouncing, and therefore spelling, the child's
name. The child may in fact change the way she or he wishes to spell their name in Syllabics

after several years of schooling in Cree.

It is up to the teacher and the parent(s) to agree on what to do, understanding that there can be
two right ways to spell names, and that the child can choose for herself or himself, usually

around grade 3.

The Terminology Forum on the eastcree.org website gives the Cree syllabics spelling of over

2,700 names: terminology.eastcree.org
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Part Eleven: Standard Roman Orthography (SRO)

Definition
A standard roman orthography is one that matches exactly the syllabic standard orthography. It is
useful for typing tools, for computers and for automatic conversions from roman to syllabics and

from syllabics to roman. You can find an automatic convertor at: http://syllabics.atlas-ling.ca/

Vowel length: hats or double vowels

Long vowels in syllabics are marked with a dot above the syllabic character. In roman, there are

several options for indicating vowel length by using either double vowels or a hat over the

vowel:
Dot above (Syllabics) Double vowel Hat over vowel
A il i
l} uu a
< aa a

In other variants of Cree a macron (for example a, 1, @i) is used, but not in East Cree. The double

vowel is often easier to type but makes the word look longer.

V' (e) is always long, but never written with a dot above in syllabics, or in roman, as ee or €.,

although in some other variants of Cree, it is written €.

Combination of finals

When finals combine it is important to distinguish the sequence of characters that corresponds to
two different syllabic characters from the ones that correspond to just one syllabic character.

This is why in roman orthography, the hyphen (-) is used to make this distinction:

Compare... with...

t-h c th ¢
s-h A sh <
p-h < ph =

The hyphen is only used when there is a possibility for ambiguity.
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