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Introduction

People have been writing syllabics using their own style, depending on where they
learned the system, which community they come from, how old they are and what
pronunciation they use. This manual has been prepared to help people write the Cree

syllabics in a more consistent way.

Cree Language and Culture teachers and linguists together with the Education
Consultants in Cree Programs have been working toward a consistent spelling system for
the Southern and for the Northern dialects for many years. The process is still ongoing
and this manual is updated periodically. There have been spelling revisions since the first
Cree Lexicon was published in 1987, and these revisions have been incorporated into all
the dictionaries published in 2004, 2012, 2013 as well as the web version:

dictionary.eastcree.org, which contains the latest revisions.

Although each Cree community in the James Bay area has its own distinct style of
speaking the language, there are two main dialects of Cree with different pronunciations,

so there are two main ways of spelling - Northern and Southern.
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Syllabics Chart - Eastern James Bay
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Finals
o [}
u(w) h
<
waa
<
pwaa p
C C
twaa t
b b d
kwaa k kw
N L
chwaa ch
£ L
mwaa m
L [
Iwaa 1
.6_ a
nwaa n
A N
swaa S
.()) )
shwaa sh
L Yy
ywaa y
el S
rwaa r
< <
vwaa v, f, ph
¢ c
thwaa th
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Part One: Dialect Differences

1.1 The syllabic chart
The full syllabic chart shows all the symbols that are used in writing Eastern James Bay
Cree. Some symbols are used only in the Southern dialect, not in the Northern - as
explained below.

1.2 North - South differences
Speakers from Wemindji, Chisasibi, Whapmagoostui, and sometimes Eastmain use <q R
<, ¢ UL L, a, i, oinsteadof V, V, U,17, 1, o, 4, \.

Southern Northern
Vb <rhbe
Vs <pd
UV"Ab® ¢-<"Ape
9o -<<L¢ bo<ALC
1o Lbe
TIAA LLAA
»-<° a-<°
YA Kppe
AN AHHS°
4b° bbe

The Northern speakers do notuse <, C, b, U, L, a, N, ¢», Y butinstead use A,
n,e nrnr, o ¢/, J, r

Southern Northern
<d-ob° Ada e
C'bLo N"bL°
b<¢ PAC
L'bVe rb<le
Lra"Ab> FPo"AP
al" olL®

Lbe Pbe
AVRT° S<pLe
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Y' ot

RPoL

However, < is used in both Northern and Southern dialects at the beginning of a word, and

VTI verbs.

Southern
<q|N"d
<«rhe
<"
>CL"<qt

1.3 Eastmain speakers

In Eastmain, speakers use both Southern and Northern pronunciations since the

community is on the boundary of the two dialect areas. These pronunciations are evident

Northern
<q|N"d
<|"\d
<"
>Cr<qt

in a single word and show up in the written form using both dialects.

14 S ¢, AL “and\,, /', o, o, ©

Both these sets are used in writing East Cree words. In some communities speakers do
not pronounce the U, J°, «, ¢», ¢ the same way as other communities and may want

to check their spelling with the dictionary.

Revised March 2017
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PoPI>e
’>N"
A'ree

A<

Krpo

VS oo @
\un©

J'b?

SSde
ArecoNt

b
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Part Two: M"'P~CP=" The Use of Dots

2.1 Dots over a syllabic symbol

The dot above a syllabic symbol marks a long vowel.

Short (no dot) Long (dot)

i A~dC° ii Appe
wi ALPe wii Al o
pi ATAR® pii ATAR®
ti n<e tii N-<¢
ki PAC kii >, P
chi ra° chii fa°
mi rree mii rrA

ni oA nii A

si Prh sii P>
shi S'b? shii S
u >"A> uu P<

pu >-C° puu > 5o
tu A"NL tuu PR
ku dNA®° kuu de

chu J-<jb chuu JARpre
mu Ji~d muu g

nu OAY nuu S"CAP°
su AA"Ce suu AN'NL
shu Jea® shuu NS L
yu M<SPrbe yuu dne
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Short (no dot) Long (dot)

a «rd aa <"p9

a A° waa v

a >Crqt paa <'bot

a " PATre taa ¢'rae
kaa brae
chaa Lbe
maa Lo
naa ar<e
saa Lr-<dAL®
shaa b
yaa Lo

Note: there is a difference in pronunciation between Wemindji and Chisasibi for the
command (imperative) verbs in the VTI (acting on an inanimate object) conjugation, such
as >CM<L. The command form for ‘you (singular) hit it” is >C<4" for Wemindji, but
sounds like I>CL" for Chisasibi.

>Cr'<g" <> [N >CL" < [N
2.2 Dots in front of a syllabic symbol

Dots are written before a syllabic symbol and indicate a w sound before the vowel, and
after the consonant.

No w (no dot in front) w (dot in front)

i A-dCe wi Al

ii A<ne wii AAY
aa <dANe waa A
paa < pwaa -<p¢
taa ¢'rae twaa €
kaa b-<e kwaa bAL®
chaa Le chwaa 1o
maa Le mwaa L
naa fa.° nwaa Ma.°
yaa e ywaa B
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Part Three: Syllabic Finals

The syllabic finals are a small version of the last column of regular size symbols on the
chart. They are used mainly at the ends of words. ™ and “ and " are also used in the
middle of words. The syllabic finals may be used alone or in a set of two or three, but no

more than three in a row are used. When there are three in a row, the last one is always ".

3.1 Small syllabic symbols at the end of a word:

One final Two finals Three finals
a<e a<on <4<
>4b¢ <4< [ren

Apre A<n A

<jpd CAN< [>g- e
v D>hpen o-hb!

it [ qnen
<ant Ae <qreen
>C<Le AL Piyeen

res c<prnte >N
Qe ohe ArC<La e
ratee Ao >AAvb!
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3.2 No'! or = inthe middle of a word

Do not write the small syllabic finals* and ® in words like these:

Write...
CoC"
loC"
Lor
LoC°
od
oD'dre
oD"'Nt
oD">
ACr<d"/o-Cr<d"
AFAR®
<JrAre

Not...

3.3 tand ¢ atthe end of a word

Most words end in ¢, only a small number end in ®.

b
dne
A-dNe
b

>b
/\i7"ﬂ“b
>gb
de

o <pre
H'ub
ALA®
<o P
J-<J~b
D'\r\'\b
Lkﬁkb
Apb

Revised March 2017
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CeC"
="
Lef
LeCe
Q.Pd
a)ldpe
ayiNL
">
INC L
ALAR®
<JLApe

.|_d
N9
Arb'Ne
K

L9
Ac-<9
Ag-9
rebod
Lo "CPa AN
<<
[o"Ad
b9

pLed
q-<ohd
AN
dA'\d
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You must pay attention to ¢ and ® at the end of verbs.
b Po-<dr'N"e b Po-<ir'NLY
b D>Cr'<'™ /b D>CL" b D>NCr<Le

For words ending in ¢ be careful to write A, N, J", o and not >, D, ~, o before

final 9.

Write... Not...
r-nd Bk
NEYX <qra >
fSd Meo?
>ePd D> eud
Art'Ne ApL"Dd
N9 [o<Dd
S<LNe S<L1De
S<Ne S <o Dd
‘APPAS" APp>d

3.4 How the syllabic finals change when an ending is added

3.4.1 Words ending with <, ¢, b L L a & «

Animate plural suffix Y
When you add this ending changeto A, N, P, I, o, ¢, V' thenadd .

Singular Plural
P S SPAL
t ApL e AL AL
k >Lb >LPL
m NG NN
n <Jr*pe Mo
S oL® oLPY
sh <4< Q<GPS
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Locative suffix

When you add the locative ending, used for the English prepositions “in, at, to, on, etc.”

change the small <, ¢,

<pc
<it
Jrbe
FA®
rrda"nd
C'"NA-A®

, 2 tobig A, N, P, d, O, T, o, P, /"

Locative
<epA"
<hrm
ot
FASI
FPda"nd"
C"NA-Ac™

Note that another ending which sounds exactly like the locative can be added to nouns.

This is the simulative suffix and is translated as “like a” as in this sentence: -L"v & <"t

ACP"Cdrre" Db-A",

a<e
<Nt
S S<
o_kb
<ne

oL"

Diminutive suffix

Simulative
a<"
<INJnv
SLAM
o_'-\Pllb
<Ndghv
Lo

When you add the diminutive ending, meaning “small or young”, you usually change the

small syllabic <, ¢, b 9,

4dll<
P.<Job
qmlld
<qrbe

, *tobigA, N, P, d, N I, o.

Diminutive
<d"A”

N i
ar'dse
<dMboe

In many words there is often an additional change so that ¢ becomes L, N and ¢

become I, N becomes I, N becomes ¢», and ™ becomes “. In these cases there

may be two pronunciations of the diminutive word, as seen in the examples below.

Revised March 2017
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e
rcs
’>N"
Nt
NG
ALS
ARLS
<N

Diminutive
ree
rcee
>N
ardee
el
AL
ARLS
r“rd,

An exception is the change of final ® to I* in this word:

o_'\b

Possessive suffix

When the possessive endings are added, little <, ¢, ®, d, L L5 o 5

o YA
cMbo

becomebigA, N, P, d, I, I, o, ¢, /.

rive
S>ASe

S

" o»

Possessive

S o< oS PAL

e ol"Nt

de odPL

<n"d ocNN"dt

<it o NLFa ot

Jrbe oCMbora ot

oLt ocolLrPt

<rbe AN YA
Here is a summary of how the finals change:

Animate Diminutive Locative Possessive

Plural
S < S LAY SLAS SLAN oS LA
>{¢ >LNv >Ln- >in" sl
<o Pb <o PP <o PP~ <o PP o<oPPL
<it <ire <l <hrme o NLFa ot
>Ne >Not >Noe, >ro> >No"t o>Not
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oL oLPY oLy oLP" ooLPt

<rp« <rbyv <o~ Loy o NlbyL
3.4.2 Words ending with ¢

The little ¢ changes to big d when an ending is added.

Animate Diminutive Locative Possessive
Plural
<N"d <1N"dv r'dse <Nghe ocNN"dt
<49 <rsdv qdS” <qrsd"v oNrhdt
SN SUNCE <Ay AN o<IANdL
L9 Ldv Ldv Ld" oLdt

3.4.3 Words ending with °
If the word ends in °, and an ending is added, the ° is kept only if the suffix is ".

S dCe S
e Jon
When the animate plural ending is added to a noun, the °® becomes P>.

Singular Plural

a<e a<pl

LoCe LoCPt

>rLe >rLp>v

AS-bo AS-bPU

When the animate plural ending is added to a verb, the ® becomes ‘A.

Singular Plural
o<° <Al
LN-<e LN-<JAY
-<JAL® <JALAY
"APA° ArAAY
dNA® JNAAY
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When the diminutive, locative or possessive ending is added to a noun, the ° is dropped.

Singular Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative

a<e o< o< ca<t

LoCe Lolye LoC™ olLoCt

>rLe >rLye NI oPLE

3.4.4 Some exceptions
Be careful of the following words where b becomes J, ® becomes #, and “ becomes oo

when an ending is added.

Singular Plural Locative Diminutive
<Nt <Ndv <NJd" <rdyee
Art AP L AP AL I

s dAv dAm deo
<> <>eot >eo't e

More examples of words with these endings:

ant Art ik <>
<NJ"be Ar1"b> JAbe <G>0l
ANJICLabA AP IPs"APe dAre <G>e0"b
<ANJIAA" APLEA JAbs >0l ML
anJier Ar-L"C dav <J>eol
<NJd-Nbe NA"AAP-L> Jeou” <G>eoNb®
<andbe Ar 1V o ldt <J>eoh PN
AN JIC<LaNd AL 1 JAm G>eo> oSt
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35 *» and ¢

Here are some words with ® and  before a consonant. These sounds may be difficult to

hear for some speakers, so check with the dictionary.

sk shk st sht
rsp-<e rep-<° <JNDAN JoCot
<spe(™) Jeer NS <J“N"AL°
rspL r-pA° oSDr° & oC<L
>hpe bt o Ch <q“Not
sch shch sp shp
ApSppe PSS oS AN<e fo>
<SPANES AT bS AL A“NAPe
<SP >erboe rs>e <r Lo
NIt [>eL dA° N
<speke d-Cv MPSAPNS A Ac-Nt
NIRRT &b AN e AN
PSb A Gl Ph<e < A~°NLe
& <JASY <L MAbe INNEE
brae & PPIe PSARPO Ar<e
rPabA  Dern'de MAcN1-<° AAN&°

3.6 Theuseofthe" (h) bL"L-<pe
The " (h) symbol is a difficult one to use correctly. There are a few places where it is
used predictably, mostly in grammatical endings, but otherwise, you have to train

yourself to hear it when someone says a word.

The " (h) symbol does not occur at the beginning of a word, except in names.

"Vor
||vrﬂ.
“4{‘\_
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3.6.1

" in the middle of a word

The " is used in the middle of a word between two vowel sounds or before a consonant.

Here are some examples:

Before A, A, >, °>, <, <., -

A'A-
>N
>AM-<e
>lo"'>A
>U>ree
>1A
>N"ALe
GG
o<"<e
LN"AP=
L"AARe
[Po"Ape

Before N, N, J, J, C, €, ¢
[hc
<'nk
>N
>HCe
AR'NA>
Ad"Ce
ohc
S"Cre
>UCA"
C'"NAA®

Before P, P, d, d, b, ‘b, b, ¢

<J"dre
<anme

Apn
L"p

Revised March 2017
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Before A, /°\, >, .>, <, '<, <

>IAC
A">ANR'C
AMAMLe
<"AC
Fp-i<
>UAND
>N"<
>"Ac-Pe
ropi<
Do
D<A

<II/\O

Before I, f‘, J, J, L, -L, L
/\"PLO
>
>SUPACe
Aph't
Liuho
A ]
_é"Pf"“
npe
i
SULAQ

Before , », ¥, ¥, b,
,dn';o

<JAMe

r<nd"°

i7||i70

Northern Spelling Manual



[1d P"i7°

>ige Ao

>tgL A" dre
>"bLe a <o
<= Jidept
Lrpe J"e-<ge

It is sometimes difficult to hear the " sound but it becomes easier to hear when you say

these pairs of words:

With " (h) Without " (h)
rlld |'d
IJnﬁo Ijmo
An<Le Ap<o
[o"be ob°
i7||i70 i7i70
MMder° [des®
[ Le
Aphd bd
e rcs
ANCe <Ce
>UYPANL >PANL
o"CPe SCACPe
<WACe <ACe
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3.6.2 " at the end of a word
At the end of a word " (h) is used to mark grammatical categories such as the inanimate

plural of nouns, obviative of animate nouns, locative of nouns, imperative marker of

verbs, etc.

Inanimate plural marker

Nouns:
Singular Plural
>C<Le >C<Lan
[Po"Ap> Mo "Ape"
e e
D> >
N<PIA> N<P A"
ALpe ALpen
>p¢ >pcn
Verbs:
Singular Plural
e et
<Ape <Apet
o rpon
<'Cd= <'Cd="
64 63"
-4 d® g g
rpe [P
geCe JeoCon
<o o
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Animate obviative marker

Possessed animate nouns

" (h) is used for when the possessor is
third person (he, she, they)

D"C’A" Dllc’_A';oll DIIC‘D,Q’OII

>bA" DoApe" Db
>t >dreset  D>dre-en
> > pot >Cr-<en

"' (h) is not used when the possessor is

first or second person (I, you, we)

5"CA 5"CAa
obA ocbAd*
odr® odrra®
oCt oCrae

Obviative Nouns with Transitive Animate Verbs

When a Transitive Animate Verb has two third persons, one of them (is obviative) and

adds an " (h) at the end.

Qrle o CH <o
ashimau nitAmh ani.

oCt ArLAd e

nitdm ashimiku ani-h.

o <I<Id o
ani wapamikd nistas-h.

o <AL® ohCH

ani wapimau nistas-h.
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"(h) on expressions of time

" (h) can be added to an expression of time, when something happens more than once.
&7 <PIAPH ANo "D,
<PIAPH ANe'D> Lo
FoNAD ol 0" TY"bl>

"(h) on habitual verbs

" (h) is found on conjugation #12b to indicate a habitual or repetitive event: 'whenever...'

Conjunct Indicative Neutral (CIN) (#11) CIN Habitual-Iterative (#12b)

' redie Lpoben

b rrAbe b rpAben
L IrAbe L rrAben
PLPH<LY A

" (h) as a marker of Imperative verbs for second person singular forms

3rd person 's/he...' 2nd person singular '(you)...'

o<° <"

qprece <qprec

ro_ll,'bo |—O_||,'b||

AP-bA° APH<"

oPl o-pL"

ol° ot

'4/\“0" ,4‘/\ncll

ﬁur\mPL mllr\mbll
Note that " (h) is used for the command forms 'do it to it' and 'do it to me' but not for 'do
it to him'.

(do it to) it (do it to) me (do it to) him

é_C° pdl Rl 5@

>PACe >PAM >PACM >PA”

JAL® A JALM JAL

rse-<e [bn [hpon rspe

Mo en® [og" Mo a" Mo e
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3.6.3 Locative suffix

In the locative marker for nouns and particles " (h) is used before . Note that not all

particles use ".
Locative suffix on particles

" (h) is used
>Ch"e
A'nperie
ACre [ oCrme
bl

Lrm
sbo"t
NN
c"AA"
oMPAc"
ar<nri

6_||C'||l,
Locative suffix on nouns

Locative
PAN
LP'APoMY
Ar e
Fe-r At
Lopa e
C'"NAAG"
ALt
[Pda"Nd"
[Po"Apg'

Note that another ending, which sounds exactly like the locative, can be added to nouns.

"' (h) is not used
C>v

cCpv

NA“dY

PeNAY

ow

dentne

Non-locative
PA

NN

APt

<<
LspPo-e
C'NAA

Al

FPdane
[Po"Ape

This is the simulative suffix and is translated as “like a”.

o <e
ant

Revised March 2017
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o<

<NJne
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3.6.4 " (h) in Verb Suffixes

If a verb ends in t or ¢, these finals will change to " when Y or ® is added as a

conjunct verb ending.

Independent Order Conjunct Order
Al e <" Ar"e
NdJ e <" Ndue
<JA"NL b -<dA"N"e
rspL <" repte

A " sA
PIAe <" pJA™
ode v sdm

Mo Sde b rasd"e
>PANL L >PAN"e

The endings of some verbs change the final ¢ to " before U in the plural form:

o™ (singular) e (plural)
b o<be b <"

b <dANPLe b <dANPLM
b A'NLe b A'DNL"

Other verbs endings change the final ® to " before ¢ in the plural form:

o™ (singular) e (plural)
L o<pe L o<phd
b <JANPpe b <JANPp1e
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Part Four: A, A and »

41 A at the end of words
<>A

DDNa>A/JISa>A
olA

A"dA

ADA

>AA

>N"dA

4.2 A and A inthe middle of a word
After (h) " the long A is used:

rPo"AlLe rYo"Ape
>CrALe >Cr"ApPe
PeDA"AL PeDA"APe
b-P"AlL° b-P"AP
Seo"AL° Seo"APe
<d"Ale <Jeo"APe

A few words with A in the middle are given here, but there are more in the dictionary.
<dA<-
<A<
<A"da°

4.3 Using >

™ is used in verb endings:

sleep sit
(&™) b o<ie b <ALe
(") b o<pe b <ARe
(A) b o< b <IAC
b o<pu b <IARY
(o) b o< b QA
("Lo-°) b o<pnd b <IAPM
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(Pr-<4°) b o<Ld b ALY

(Ar-<°) b o<t b <AV
white visible
b << b od"
'b ,<i<'[,|| b _(.)d"l""
b -<J<py b odorv
b -<g<pu b odopv

Keep the ™ in words which end in A™° when they add a suffix:

ATPAR® ATPARIe ATPARICO
AT ARe AT AR ATAR'Ce
>-LARe >LARIe >-LARICe
PPARe PPARIe PPARICe
<Ape <ARIe <AR'Ce

Be careful of these words, which sound similar but are written differently.
M cod ANt (anim) howls

s pus >r°  her/his body

4.4 New spelling for €° and Nd<, DNt and dN-<°

Note that the words A"C® and A"Nd=, A" Nt and A"DN-<i°, begin with A"... which
is often not pronounced. Nevertheless it is written. It can be heard clearly when a prefix
is added to the word or the first vowel is changed. For example: A"C°, PN"C*, <"CAC.

Write... Not...
A'Ce ce
A"Nd* Nd*
ANt dNt
AN N
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Part Five: Syllabic Symbols not to forget to write

5.1 Short A or d at the beginning
In many words the short A or < at the beginning is not pronounced in ordinary fast
speech. However, you can hear it clearly when a prefix is added to the beginning of a

word. Make sure to write the A or <, even when it is not audible or pronounced.

A <
A-b"Cr it
AP A>" <“dNe
A~dCe NS
A-AI <q-bC¢
ASbe < NpY
A by «qred
AAS 1> APl
ANt <qbA"Cot
ASbrt dlb”
5.2. Aand P

It is often difficult to hear the difference between ‘A and B>. In order to decide which one

to write, it is best to check with the dictionary.

A >

AP ><Nb*
Arode >de
Al >De
Aa e >loe
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53 A,A and >
Words beginning with ‘A, ‘A and B> can sound alike before , b and <.

A

ALpe
A

Note the irregular possessed forms:

AL

ALpe

>NoPe

>P-brpe

Dependent noun

DL

Ap-<o them

his wife

his bag, load

his bladder

she, he
>AL L

SLPL (c+A=5)
dirt  (P+A=d)

> ALP
BLP (+A=L)
dipPe (P+A=d)

BNoPe" (D>+>=D>)
oNo-pP"

dNo-pe!

Drbree (>+>=b>)
SMbrPe
dr-bree=

orrt (o+D>=1)
dreet  (P+>=d)

>

P po

her/his body

Do not confuse AL~ 'meat' with B> 'flesh of the body', which is a dependent noun:

Revised March 2017

her/his own flesh
my own flesh

your own flesh
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5.4 ‘A~ atthe end of a word

A noun can be made from a verb by adding A.

Verb Noun
C"NA® C"N>Ae
<qpri<ge <APr<Ae
rsdNLLe P dNLLA
APo"bd AP "ol A

5.5 o at the beginning of a word

In many words that begin with o-, there is a tendency to write this syllabic symbol as a
small ®. This symbol is used only at the end of words.

Write... Not...
o D"dre a)igpe
o9 and
oD"> L=
oN-<JAL® *)-JAL®
oCrv aCrv
NSt ABIVAVAT

Some numbers are pronounced two ways, with or without o~ at the beginning.
d-Cv od-Ct
baae olbaa®

5.6 T at the beginning

Often words that are written with I at the beginning are pronounced with ¢ or ®. The big
[ should still be written before N, J, C.

Write... Not...
rce “Ct
rO-<JS “N-JS S
rCo “Cot
AR Yaht"

Also before ...

Write... Not...
rr" b 5P Sbe
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ret rpe PP

5.7 o inthe middle of a word...

Write... Not...
<MD <D
A'Ph e ANNe
ANt ANt
b"MreNot beNot
29 Northern Spelling Manual
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Part Six: Double Consonants

6.1 Where to write a syllabic character twice
In some words we hear double consonants. These are now written as two syllabics. For
instance, the word now written as AJ*J*? used to be written as AJ*? even though we
can clearly hear the ", Another example is A"FL°, which used to be written as A"L°.

Sometimes, a word can be put in the diminutive twice, like the words below:

SNUNEN <JA'da” SUNEER

bannock small piece of cookie
bannock

< bUAPe < b"APG <Jb"APo

house small Waskaganish
house/shed

Other examples of words where you hear double consonants are:

ArPLe ¢<nNie >r-brie
APPbAL® er<"NCPe" -AbPP
d-C en< BNAAR APP&
ol en< N<oot Ald
>dPPLe PPt PaPLe

Note that the first syllabic of the pair is always short.

6.2 Endings for verb conjugation (#09)
The endings for the verb conjugation #09 (called the Dubitative Neutral), which can be

translated as ‘maybe s/he does something’, are written with a double syllabic symbol ri.

o TS bl <A"NLPL
rrobarl r-<IA'"NLPL
robrl <A'NLPL
reorlo <A"NLPLo
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Part Seven: Adding endings to nouns

7.1 Adding endings to nouns which end in >
When a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix is added to most words that end in B>,

the P> is dropped (see also Words ending with © above).

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
a<e &< o< o<t
ASbe A“'Bf” ASp"t oNSbL
>rLe >rLoe >pLm oPLE
><ble >eble Dbl 6-blt
AL° AL e AL oAbt
LoCe Lol LoC" olLoCt
A~dC° A-dC” ArdCm oN<dCt
obe Lb® Lb" ocobt
<JA"dae <JA"da” <JA"da oCA"da b
<<L0 <L <L <<t
Exceptions...

<o <> <> o>t

7.2 Adding endings to nouns which end in A
When the noun ends in A, often the A is dropped.

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
<1>A <> <> o>A
<AA <IN <IA" o AcoA
ADT>A ADL>e ADL > o AdL>L
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Be careful of the following words where d becomes b...

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
dodA dob” Job" oo dA
A"dA Ao Alp" oAbt
A“dA A“be A“b" 5obt
>d'redA D>d'robe >d"reebi od"MdA

7.3 Adding endings to nouns which end in *°, J'°, ¢°, p°

When a suffix for the diminutive, locative, or possessive is added to these words, the
syllabic changes from ° to f, Setod®, P° tor, and PO to M.

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative

AP AP A o APL
A AL A AL
ANAL AAPLS” ANAPIL - AAPL
b'bre "o, b"b L ob"bPL
> e N Nt D> S"D>ret
rige Mifee i oLt
<IAP° AP AP o-<IAPL
Arpe Arpe Appi o NPpL

There are words which end in d or J that do not change to I or N.

Diminutive Locative/ Possessive
Simulative
<id <de <GJm oCdt
) oD« FoD" oTodt
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Part Eight: ¥° and A at the end of a word and other ...iu ...uu
endings

In the Northern dialects many of the VAI verbs in the dictionary now end in either ¥ or
A. This is to reflect the pronunciation of elders, as well as the fact that the verbs ending in

”°have  in most endings.

For example <"dP° conjugates as o-C'dP®, NCIP>, b <"dP<, etc. In the grammar,

we say that this verb has a stem ending in short i.

On the other hand, "A conjugates as ol 'A%, PTPA>, b ["AC In the grammar, we

say that this verb has a stem ending in short u.

The spelling of <"d”® used to be <I"d4 but has been changed to make it much easier to
write all the other endings for each verb.

Note that in the Southern dialect, people do not write the difference in the spelling of the
dictionary form, and need to look up the stem to find out whether the verb conjugates
with short 1 or short u.

Por A are not the only endings that work this way. Here are some examples of the verbs
in the dictionary which have a different ending in Northern and Southern, as well as ones
that have the same ending.

DIFFERENT (i stem) SAME (u stem)
Northern Southern Northern Southern
>OrPe >N rrd rrd
'dre <'dd A'CA A'CA
<pdure <pdes AC>& AC>&
<A° <> ar> ar>
[rre rJ JJ (no word)
<pre <pd oPd obd
AT AR A<~ AN Ap
drdne drdd <Ps) AViEib)

Acnd Acnd
50 bnd
McPo D> b
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8.1 Verbs ending in P°

Verbs ending in P° are illustrated below, with different endings which have ¢, along
with other verbs that work the same way.

first person independent third person conjunct dictionary form
e N"IA>G P b A"N"A>-GPC A"N"IA>G PO
SONPe b D>Orpe >oree
SrL-<dprCdPe b D>rL-<p"Care >rL-<nsiCdre
o ArSbCrICdPe b ArsbCpCdre APSbCA'CIPe
NV b D>dSUe D>dJ e
obPMTe b D>brrre >brrre

<C NrA= b <C NrAc <CNrA°

8.2 Verbs ending in A

Verbs ending in A are illustrated below, with different endings which have A, along with
other verbs that work the same way. In these verbs you can still hear the # sound at the
end when different endings are used. For a word like "/ you cannot say o-[ "'’* or

b I'MP< so it will not take the ¢° ending. But you can still hear the > sound when you
say o[ PA* or b [PAC so it takes a A ending. The rule is the same for any of the other
consonants d, d and so on.

first person independent third person conjunct dictionary form
SN"CAA® b D>N"CAAC >N"CAA
SCIS DI A b D>CIS>IPAC >CdS > rA
oM bAe b D>IbAC >0 b

o A'CA™ b A'CAc A'CA
SPANG® b D>PANGS >PANd

oA C>CAe b A~CD>CUC A-C>CA

o A'"NCCrle b A'NCCrde A'NCCrd

Revised March 2017 34 Northern Spelling Manual



Part Nine: Boundaries

9.1. Adding a personal prefix

9.1.1 Personal Prefix on Nouns

The personal prefixes are o=, If, P>, and are added to possessed nouns. The personal

prefixes o=, M are added to Independent verb stems

first preverb.

&r
P
-Ap
&b
Moo
Apee

S<
oS S AL
PLSAL
>ASAL
oS SAME®
PPASAT o0
PLASAT <O
>J LA

. They are written joined to the word or the

If the word begins with A or <, then add o0, N, or PN.

o
P
-Ap

o
P
-Ap

Revised March 2017
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NS, St
A< St
>N, L

A"'i)°
oN>bt
rNSbL
>NsbL
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If the noun begins with B>, then use 6 for the first person (& my, &> our but not
your) and d for the second person (">o-° our (youandI), P>, "~-<° your); for the
third person (‘A her/his, -An-<i° their) use a long B>

>C<e
my H5C< our 5C<ad ™
our dC<oo°
your dc<e your dC<o<e
her/his ~ BC<> their DC<o<P

Note that some people would like to write I> twice for PC<>: BB>C<* but this creates
problems with the current technology where all double vowels are automatically

converted to long vowels in typing tools and syllabic convertors.

Note that it is a very common for children to use J instead of d in words (this is a

language change that makes it more regular):

Write the traditional form... Not ...
diCA JICA
dc<e Jc<Le
dert Jret

For some nouns these prefixes are already part of the word. These words are mostly

names of relatives and body parts and are called dependent nouns (marked nad or nid in

the dictionary).
odrh ob¢
rdr Pobe
>drh" >be

A few dependent nouns are not the names of relatives or body parts.

ant rcs [FAC
oCL ol oCh o A¢
rc fu rCs FA
B> CL Al B>Ch ANC
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The word <I>A has different pronunciations:

Full form (possessive prefix + t + apui)

ocN>A
rN>A
>N>A"

Contracted form

o>A
r>A
>>A"

9.1.2 Personal Prefix on Verbs

The personal prefixes o=, I are added to Independent verb stems. They are joined to the

word or the first preverb. Note that there is no personal prefix added before the third
person (he, she, her/his X) forms.

&r

P
-Ap
&b
Moo
<o
Apege

If the verb begins with A or <, then add o N,

o
P
-Ap

r'\PL

obe
rrbe

rSpL

ol bae
Prba o
Prba-<e
>J LA

<qA°

o NA*
rNA>
<|A°

rN, or >N.
ASbd
oN~b e

rASbA
ASbA

If the verb begins with B>, then use 6 for the first person (&~ 'T', &>* 'we (but not

you)' and d for the second person ("™ 'you [singular]', ">o-° 'we (you andI),

»-<i° 'you [plural]"); for the third person no personal prefix is used on verbs.
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Do >Not

o o' SNa*

s d"fe dnae
5o o' e SNaa
PL oo d"fa o° dNao°
fre<e d"fo-<e dNaa-<e
Ap >ipo >Not
Ao > AL >No-

Note that it is very common for children to use J instead of d in words, due to regular
language change:

Write... Not...
d"CA J"CA
dc<e Jc<e
dret Jret

9.2 Using preverbs

A preverb is a short word, used before a verb. When there are several preverbs they occur
in a fixed order: first the ones that indicate grammatical ideas such as subordination, then,
the ones for tense (future, past), then, the ones for mood (want, can, should) and then the
lexical ones indicating aspect or quality. These preverbs are written separately from the

verb. Here are some examples:
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with an Independent verb

present or neutral

present or neutral

future rp o<°

future PN o<°
past fr <o

should have PA" o<°
should PN <"
should rp <"

want to A" <o

go to o) o<°

with a Conjunct verb
b o<
4 o<
L o<c

b" o<«

b A" o< [ Q" <<
4" o) o</ ad o<«

Preverbs can undergo initial change , like & and-<" above. This happens only when

they end up in the first position, when there is no preverb <" or b" occupying the first

position.

If there is more than one preverb, they are all written separately from each other.

with an Independent verb

rp A" o<°
fr A" <o
PA" " <o
re fr <o

with a Conjunct verb

b P o<
qn g
A
L fr o

If a preverb occurs after a personal prefix o= or I, the prefix o= or M is joined to the first

preverb. These personal prefixes are used only with Independent verbs. Any preverb

following the first one is separated.

A" < oP A" <=
P o< PP A" o<o
rp o<o PA" A" <o
cA" <> oA" A" <o
of A" <o
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In the examples below, see how the lexical preverb oD is written separately from the past
preverb " in the independent order, and from the preverb <" in the conjunct order. In the last
example, initial change (or changed conjunct) has turned oD toad. See also how the personal

prefix o=, attaches to the first preverb in the second sentence.

P o) ALY doCh " <P ANDRY
chiih nituu kwaapichaau anitaah aah paahpaachispiskaayich.

's/he went to fetch the water where it is rocky.'

oM oD bAL Qo' " <ILPIAShY,
nichiih nituu kwaapichaan anitaah aah paahpaachispiskaach.

'T went to fetch the water where it is rocky.'

4" oD Po-<dPLBAC ASARTA] <G DICA'
aah nituu kiniwaayimaausut iispiyihiikuu waas uhtaawiih.

'...when she goes to baby-sit, (so) her father drives her.'

ad oN-<ALS ol Peorpol,
naatuu nitiwaapimaat aniyaah chishaayiyiuh.

'...then s/he goes to see that old man/men.’

Some preverbs can also be used as verb initial and are then written together with the verb. For
example: in -D"D> , the oD part is called an initial. The rule to use is: Whenever a preverb is
before a verb that exists on its own, the preverb will be separated from the verb, unless it is a
fairly common verb. To learn more about preverbs and see more examples, see the preverbs
grammar page (http://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/verbs/preverbs/) and

look up preverbs in the parts of speech in the online dictionary.

Note: Some preverbs can also be used before a noun, in this case they are called 'preforms'.
Preforms are written attached to the noun. Example: FNALNPA® miyupimaatisiiwin. For
more examples, see the grammar section on Word formation: Preform + Noun.
(http://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/word-formation/noun-
structure/compound-nouns-a2/)
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9.3 Making compound words

Two or three words can be joined together to make one new word, but there are usually

spelling changes when this happens. Here are some examples:

Pl + TPo"ApP> = oPIirc"APe
B"APoSe + Appe = <Gb"APo LS D>ANR
>C<L* + LSPo° = >C<oLPoe
AvdCe + DC<L = ArdC>C<L>

<AS + pidte = Ao "

reNe + <r"be = r“N-br-be

>b-AL® + PSbe = >b-ALD>U b
Ponpre + LPU'Ape = PonrD>LPAP
Mbe + D>CJJ° = M-b>Cdoe
Jrendde + Ire = <rends*B>ree

More examples can be found in the Word Formation section of the grammar under Noun
+ Noun, Verb + Noun, and Verb + Verb.

Part Ten: Punctuation

The only punctuation used in Cree texts for schools are a comma () to mark clauses within a

sentence and a period (x) to mark the end of a sentence:

oA "0 ArLas S"CA, L' 'dre, <'dPD>PId"/od'dro-Prd" [ A'CO
PLPA"x
7 b M ACPaD>AY Q<o U PoCrLY Pooppoty  dNet g-Jpoty J-P5 PL!
oL Ubrom <N ARCAPICE Ubro <" -A" ADNLAYX

Additionally, italics are used to mark dialogue and direct speech in a sentence.
odd* <" PPt Qb ohCh, P tld o

C< D' oN-<dpiCdre q-<de L M ARS Perbd ga A<, T9 b 1 AN, b
APAPC PL" Lo [PL oo A'Cax
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Part Eleven: Writing Names

Writing the names of children in Cree Syllabics is very difficult these days when parents often
give their sons and daughters English names which have non-Cree sounds and unusual spellings.
The teacher and the parent may often have different ways of pronouncing, and therefore spelling,
the child's name. The child may in fact change the way she or he wishes to spell their name in

Syllabics after several years of schooling in Cree.

It is up to the teacher and the parent to agree on what to do, with the understanding that there can
be two right ways to spell names, and that the child can choose for herself or himself, usually

around grade 3.

The Terminology Forum on the eastcree.org website suggests the Cree syllabics spelling of over

2,700 names: Terminology.eastcree.org
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Part Twelve: Standard Roman Orthography (SRO)

12.1 Definition

A standard roman orthography (SRO) is one that exactly matches the syllabic standard
orthography. It is useful for typing tools, for computers and for automatic conversions from
roman to syllabics and from syllabics to roman. You can find an automatic convertor at:

http://syllabics.atlas-ling.ca/

12.2 Vowel length: hats or double vowels
Long vowels in syllabics are marked with a dot above the syllabic character. In roman, there are

several options for indicating vowel length by using either double vowels or a hat over the

vowel:
Dot above (Syllabics) Double vowel Hat over vowel
A il i
> uu a
< aa a

In other variants of Cree a macron (for example a, 1, @i) is used, but not in East Cree. The double

vowel is often easier to type but makes the word look longer.

V' (e) is always long, but never written with a dot above in syllabics, or in roman, as ee or €.,

although in some other variants of Cree, it is written €.

12.3 Combination of finals
When finals combine it is important to distinguish the sequence of characters that corresponds to
two different syllabic characters from the ones that correspond to just one syllabic character.

This is why in roman orthography, the hyphen (-) is used to make this distinction:

Compare... with...

t-h c th ¢
s-h A sh <
p-h < ph =

The hyphen is only used when there is a possibility for ambiguity.
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