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Introduction 
 
People have been writing syllabics using their own style, depending on where they 

learned the system, which community they come from, how old they are and what 

pronunciation they use.  This manual has been prepared to help people write the Cree 

syllabics in a more consistent way.   

 

Cree Language and Culture teachers and linguists together with the Education 

Consultants in Cree Programs have been working toward a consistent spelling system for 

the Southern and for the Northern dialects for many years.  The process is still ongoing 

and this manual is updated periodically. There have been spelling revisions since the first 

Cree Lexicon was published in 1987, and these revisions have been incorporated into all 

the dictionaries published in 2004, 2012, 2013 as well as the web version: 

dictionary.eastcree.org, which contains the latest revisions. 
 

Although each Cree community in the James Bay area has its own distinct style of 

speaking the language, there are two main dialects of Cree with different pronunciations, 

so there are two main ways of spelling - Northern and Southern.   
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Syllabics Chart  - Eastern James Bay 
 
 
 

          Finals 
ᐁ  ᐃ ᐄ ᐅ ᐆ ᐊ ᐋ   ᐤ ᐦ 
 e   i ii u uu  a aa   u (w) h 
 
ᐌ  ᐎ ᐐ   ᐗ  ᐙ  
we  wi wii   wa  waa 
 
ᐯ ᐺ ᐱ ᐲ ᐳ ᐴ ᐸ ᐹ ᑆ  ᑉ 
pe pwe pi pii pu puu pa paa pwaa  p 
 
ᑌ ᑗ ᑎ ᑏ ᑐ ᑑ ᑕ ᑖ ᑣ  ᑦ 
te twe ti tii tu tuu ta taa twaa  t  
 
ᑫ ᑴ ᑭ ᑮ ᑯ ᑰ ᑲ ᑳ ᒀ  ᒃ ᒄ 
ke kwe ki kii ku kuu ka kaa kwaa  k kw 
 
ᒉ ᒒ ᒋ ᒌ ᒍ ᒎ ᒐ ᒑ ᒞ  ᒡ 
che chwe  chi chii chu chuu cha chaa chwaa  ch 
 
ᒣ ᒬ ᒥ ᒦ ᒧ ᒨ ᒪ ᒫ ᒸ  ᒻ 
me mwe mi mii  mu muu ma maa mwaa  m 
 
ᓓ ᓜ ᓕ ᓖ ᓗ ᓘ ᓚ ᓛ ᓨ  ᓪ 
le  lwe li lii lu luu la laa lwaa  l 
 
ᓀ ᓉ ᓂ ᓃ ᓄ ᓅ ᓇ ᓈ ᓍ  ᓐ 
ne  nwe ni nii nu nuu na naa nwaa  n 
 
ᓭ ᓶ ᓯ ᓰ ᓱ ᓲ ᓴ ᓵ ᔂ  ᔅ 
se  swe si sii su suu sa saa swaa  s 
 
ᔐ ᔗ ᔑ ᔒ ᔓ ᔔ ᔕ ᔖ ᔣ  ᔥ 
she shwe shi shii shu shuu sha shaa shwaa  sh 
 
ᔦ ᔯ ᔨ ᔩ ᔪ ᔫ ᔭ ᔮ ᔻ  ᔾ 
ye ywe yi yii yu yuu ya yaa ywaa  y 
 
ᕃ ᐧᕃ ᕆ ᕇ ᕈ ᕉ ᕋ ᕌ ᕎ  ᕐ 
re  rwe ri rii ru ruu ra raa rwaa  r 
  
ᕓ ᐧᕓ ᕕ ᕖ ᕗ ᕘ ᕙ ᕚ ᕛ  ᕝ 
ve vwe vi vii vu vuu va vaa vwaa  v, f, ph 
 
ᕞ ᐧᕞ ᕠ ᕢ ᕤ ᕥ ᕦ ᕧ ᕨ  ᕪ 
the thwe thi thii thu thuu tha thaa thwaa  th 
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Part One:  Dialect Differences  
 

1.1 The syllabic chart  
The full syllabic chart shows all the symbols that are used in writing Eastern James Bay 
Cree.  Some symbols are used only in the Southern dialect, not in the Northern - as 
explained below.   

 

1.2 North - South differences 
Speakers from Wemindji, Chisasibi, Whapmagoostui, and sometimes Eastmain use  ᐋ, 
ᐹ,   ᑖ, ᒑ, ᒫ, ᓈ, ᓵ, ᔖ instead of  ᐁ, ᐯ, ᑌ, ᒉ, ᒣ, ᓀ, ᓭ, ᔐ.   
 
 Southern    Northern 
 ᐁᒥᐦᒀᓐ     ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ 
 ᐯᔭᒄ     ᐹᔨᒄ 
 ᑌᐌᐦᐄᑲᓐ    ᑖᐙᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
 ᑫᓇᐙᐸᒫᑦ    ᑳᓂᐙᐱᒫᑦ 
 ᒉᒀᓐ     ᒑᒀᓐ 
 ᒣᒣᐱᓱᓐ    ᒫᒫᐱᓱᓐ 
 ᓀᐙᐤ     ᓈᐙᐤ 
 ᓭᒋᓲ     ᓵᒋᓯᐤ 
 ᔐᔐᔔ     ᔖᔖᔑᐤ 
 ᔦᑳᐤ     ᔮᑳᐤ 
 
The Northern speakers do not use ᐸ, ᑕ, ᑲ, ᒐ, ᒪ, ᓇ, ᓴ, ᔕ, ᔭ but instead use ᐱ, 
ᑎ, ᑭ, ᒋ, ᒥ, ᓂ, ᓯ, ᔑ, ᔨ. 

 
 Southern    Northern 
 ᐸᑯᓀᔮᐤ    ᐱᑯᓈᔮᐤ 
 ᑕᐦᑳᔮᐤ     ᑎᐦᑳᔮᐤ 
 ᑲᐸᑦ     ᑭᐱᑦ 
 ᒐᐦᑳᐯᔥ     ᒋᐦᑳᐹᔥ 
 ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐄᑲᓐ    ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
 ᓇᒣᔅ     ᓂᒫᔅ 
 ᓴᑳᐤ     ᓯᑳᐤ 
 ᔕᐌᔨᒣᐤ    ᔑᐙᔨᒫᐤ 



Revised March 2017   Northern Spelling Manual 6 

 ᔭᐦᒋᓇᒻ     ᔨᐦᒋᓂᒻ 
 
However, ᐊ is used in both Northern and Southern dialects at the beginning of a word, and  after ᐦ in 
VTI verbs. 

 Southern    Northern 
 ᐊᑎᐦᒄ     ᐊᑎᐦᒄ 
 ᐊᒥᔅᒄ     ᐊᒥᔅᒄ 
 ᐊᒥᐦᒄ     ᐊᒥᐦᒄ 
 ᐅᑖᒪᐦᐊᒻ    ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐊᒻ 

 

1.3 Eastmain speakers 
In Eastmain, speakers use both Southern and Northern pronunciations since the 
community is on the boundary of the two dialect areas.  These pronunciations are evident 
in a single word and show up in the written form using both dialects. 

 

1.4 ᓭ, ᓯ, ᓱ, ᓴ, ᔅ and ᔐ, ᔑ, ᔓ, ᔕ, ᔥ 
Both these sets are used in writing East Cree words.  In some communities speakers do 
not pronounce the ᔐ, ᔑ, ᔓ, ᔕ, ᔥ the same way as other communities and may want 
to check their spelling with the dictionary.   

 
 ᓭ ᓯ ᓱ ᓴ ᔅ    ᔐ ᔑ ᔓ ᔕ ᔥ 
 ᓭᕌ     ᔐᕆᓪ 
 ᓯᔅᑭᐦᐅᓐ    ᔑᑳᒄ  
 ᓰᐅᑏᔅ     ᔒᔒᑯᓐ  
 ᓱᐦᒋᓰᐤ     ᐎᔨᔓᑎᒻ    
 ᓲᑉ     ᔔᑳᐤ  
 ᓵᒋᓯᐤ     ᔖᔥ 
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Part Two:  ᒋᐦᑭᔥᑖᑭᓐᐦ  The Use of Dots  
 

2.1   Dots over a syllabic symbol 
 

The dot above a syllabic symbol marks a long vowel. 
 

 
 Short (no dot)   Long (dot) 
 i  ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐤ   ii   ᐄᔨᔨᐤ   
 wi  ᐎᔮᑭᓐ   wii   ᐐᒥᓂᒌ    
 pi  ᐱᒥᐱᔨᐤ  pii   ᐲᒥᐱᔨᐤ  
 ti  ᑎᐹᓐ   tii   ᑏᑆᑦ   
 ki  ᑭᐱᑦ   kii   ᐅᔑᑮ   
 chi  ᒋᓍᐤ   chii  ᒌᓈᐤ   
 mi  ᒥᒋᓯᐤ    mii   ᒦᒋᓲ   
 ni  ᓂᐲ   nii   ᓃᐲ   
 si  ᓯᓯᔅ   sii   ᓰᐅᑏᔅ   
 shi  ᔑᑳᒄ   shii   ᔒᑭᐦᐆ   
 
 u  ᐅᐦᐱᐦᐆ  uu   ᐆᑦ   
 pu  ᐳᐙᑖᐤ   puu   ᐴᓃᐤ   
 tu  ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒻ   tuu   ᑑᐦᐙᓐ   
 ku  ᑯᑎᐲᐤ   kuu   ᑰᓐ   
 chu  ᒍᐙᔥᒃ   chuu   ᒎᐄᔨᔨᐤ  
 mu  ᒧᓵᔅᑰ   muu   ᒨᔅ   
 nu  ᓄᐎᒡ   nuu   ᓅᐦᑖᐱᔨᐤ  
 su  ᐱᓱᐦᑖᐤ   suu   ᓲᐱᐦᑎᒻ   
 shu  ᔑᔓᓈᐤ  shuu   ᔔᔓᐎᐦᒀᐤ  
 yu  ᒥᔪᔅᑭᒥᑳᐤ  yuu   ᔫᑎᓐ   
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Short (no dot)   Long (dot) 
 
 a  ᐊᒋᒄ   aa   ᐋᐦᒋᒄ   
 a  ᐊᐱᐤ   waa   ᐙᒡ   
 a  ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐊᒻ  paa   ᐹᐦᑳᓂᒻ   
 a  ᐋᐦ ᒋᐱᐦᐊᒥᓐ  taa   ᑖᐦᒋᓈᐤ   

    kaa   ᑳᔅᒋᓈᐤ   
    chaa   ᒑᒀᓐ   
    maa   ᒫᒌᐤ   

      naa   ᓈᓯᐹᐤ   
   saa   ᓵᒋᐙᐱᒫᐤ  

  shaa   ᔖᒀᔨᒨ   
  yaa   ᔮᔮᐤ   
 

Note: there is a difference in pronunciation between Wemindji and Chisasibi for the 
command (imperative) verbs in the VTI (acting on an inanimate object) conjugation, such 
as ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐊᒻ᙮ The command form for ‘you (singular) hit it’ is ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐋᐦ for Wemindji, but 
sounds like ᐅᑖᒫᐦ for Chisasibi. 

 
ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐋᐦ ᐊᓐ ᒥᔥᑎᒄ᙮   ᐅᑖᒫᐦ ᐊᓐ ᒥᔥᑎᒄ᙮ 

 

2.2 Dots in front of a syllabic symbol 
 

Dots are written before a syllabic symbol and indicate a w sound before the vowel, and 
after the consonant. 

No w (no dot in front)  w (dot in front) 
i  ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐤ   wi   ᐎᒌ   
ii  ᐄᐹᑎᓐ   wii   ᐐᐱᒡ   
aa  ᐋᐱᑎᓐ   waa   ᐙᐱᓐ   
paa  ᐹᑖᐤ   pwaa   ᑆᑭᑦ   
taa  ᑖᐦᒋᓈᐤ   twaa   ᑣᔑᓐ   
kaa  ᑳᐙᐤ   kwaa   ᒀᐱᒑᐤ   
chaa  ᒑᒃ   chwaa  ᒞᓐ   
maa  ᒫᒃ   mwaa  ᒸᒄ   
naa  ᒌᓈᐤ   nwaa   ᒋᓍᐤ   
yaa  ᒥᔮᐤ   ywaa   ᒥᔻᔑᐤ  
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Part Three: Syllabic Finals 
 

The syllabic finals are a small version of the last column of regular size symbols on the 
chart.  They are used mainly at the ends of words.  ᔅ and ᔥ and ᐦ are also used in the 
middle of words.  The syllabic finals may be used alone or in a set of two or three, but no 
more than three in a row are used.  When there are three in a row, the last one is always ᐦ. 

 

3.1 Small syllabic symbols at the end of a word: 
 

One final  Two finals  Three finals 
ᓈᐹᐤ     ᓈᐹᐤᐦ   ᐊᑯᐦᑉᐦ 
ᐅᔅᑳᑦ     ᐊᑯᐦᑉ   ᒥᐦᑦᐦ 

 ᐄᔨᒃ    ᓲᑉᐦ   ᐐᔥᑦᐦ 
 ᐋᔨᒄ    ᑖᐃᔅᑉ    ᐅᓃᔥᒃᐦ   
 ᐙᒡ      ᐅᔅᑳᑦᐦ    ᓂᔅᒃᐦ 
 ᐊᓵᒻ   ᒥᐦᑦ   ᐊᑎᐦᒄᐦ 

ᐊᑎᒻ    ᐐᔥᑦ    ᐊᒥᔅᒄᐦ 
 ᐅᑖᐹᓐ     ᐱᔥᒡ   ᒋᔮᔥᒄᐦ 
 ᒥᑖᔅ     ᑖᐹᔨᐦᑎᐦᒃ  ᐅᑎᔅᒡᐦ 
 ᐊᐙᔑᔥ  ᓂᔅᒃ   ᐄᔨᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄᐦ 
 ᒥᑎᐦᒌᐦ     ᐐᓂᔥᒄ   ᐅᐲᔥᐲᔥᒃᐦ 
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3.2 No ᒻ or ᓐ in the middle of a word 
 Do not write the small syllabic finals ᒻ and ᓐ in words like these: 
 

Write…    Not… 
  ᑖᓂᑖᐦ     ᑖᓐᑖᐦ 
  ᐊᓂᑖᐦ     ᐊᓐᑖᐦ 
  ᒫᓂᒌ     ᒫᓐᒌ 
  ᒫᓂᑖᐤ     ᒫᓐᑖᐤ 
  ᓂᒋᒄ     ᓐᒋᒄ 
  ᓂᑐᐦᑯᔨᓐ    ᓐᑐᐦᑯᔨᓐ 
  ᓂᑐᐦᑎᒻ     ᓐᑐᐦᑎᒻ 
  ᓂᑑᐦᐆ     ᓐᑑᐦᐆ 
  ᐄᑖᒥᐹᑯᐦᒡ/ᓂᑖᒥᐹᑯᐦᒡ   ᐄᑖᒻᐹᑯᐦᒡ 
  ᐱᒥᐱᔨᐤ    ᐱᒻᐱᔨᐤ 
  ᐋᒥᐱᔨᐤ    ᐋᒻᐱᔨᐤ 
 

3.3 ᒃ and ᒄ at the end of a word  
Most words end in ᒄ, only a small number end in ᒃ. 

  ᒫᒃ     ᒸᒄ 
  ᑯᑎᒃ     ᒥᓂᔥᑎᒄ 
  ᐄᔥᑯᑎᒃ    ᐄᔨᔮᐦᑎᒄ 
  ᒑᒃ     ᒑᒄ 
  ᐅᒑᒃ     ᒥᔅᒑᒄ 
  ᐱᔮᐦᑎᐦᒃ    ᐐᓂᐹᒄ 
  ᐅᓃᔥᒃ     ᐐᓂᔥᒄ 
  ᑰᒃ     ᒥᔨᔮᓂᒄ 
  ᔖᐙᔨᒥᒃ    ᐙᓵᓂᐦᑖᑭᓈᐱᔅᒄ 
  ᓲᐦᒃ     ᐋᔪᐦᒄ 
  ᐱᒑᐃᒃ     ᒥᓂᐦᐄᒄ 
  ᐹᓂᑮᒃ     ᑳᒄ 
  ᒍᐙᔥᒃ     ᒋᔮᔥᒄ 
  ᐅᔅᒋᔅᒃ     ᐊᑆᓈᔅᒄ 
  ᒫᔅᒌᔅᒃ     ᐙᐱᔅᒄ 
  ᐄᔨᒃ     ᑯᐃᔅᒄ 
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You must pay attention to ᒄ and ᒃ at the end of verbs. 

  ᑳ ᑭᓂᐙᔨᐦᑎᐦᒃ   ᑳ ᑭᓂᐙᔨᐦᑎᒫᒄ 
  ᑳ ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐋᐦᒃ / ᑳ ᐅᑖᒫᐦᒃ  ᑳ ᐅᑎᑖᒥᐦᐊᒫᒄ  

 
For words ending in ᒄ be careful to write ᐱ, ᑎ, ᔑ, ᓂ and not ᐳ, ᑐ, ᔓ, ᓄ before 
final ᒄ. 
 

 Write…    Not… 
  ᒥᔥᑎᒄ     ᒥᔥᑐᒄ  
  ᐊᒋᓈᐱᒄ    ᐊᒋᓈᐳᒄ 
  ᒌᔑᒄ     ᒌᔓᒄ 
  ᐅᔥᒌᔑᒄ    ᐅᔥᒌᔓᒄ 
  ᐄᔨᔮᐦᑎᒄ    ᐄᔨᔮᐦᑐᒄ 
  ᒥᓂᔥᑎᒄ    ᒥᓂᔥᑐᒄ 
  ᔒᐹᔮᐦᑎᒄ    ᔒᐹᔮᐦᑐᒄ 
  ᔒᐹᔥᑎᒄ    ᔒᐹᔥᑐᒄ  
  ᐧᐄᓯᒋᐱᒄᐦ    ᐧᐄᓯᒋᐳᒄᐦ 
 

3.4 How the syllabic finals change when an ending is added 
 

3.4.1 Words ending with ᑉ, ᑦ, ᒃ, ᒡ, ᒻ, ᓐ, ᔅ, ᔥ 
 
 Animate plural suffix ᒡ 

When you add this ending change to ᐱ, ᑎ, ᑭ, ᒥ, ᓂ, ᓯ, ᔑ then add ᒡ. 
  Singular  Plural 
 p ᔒᔒᑉ   ᔒᔒᐱᒡ 
 t ᐄᔨᔮᔑᐦᑦ  ᐄᔨᔮᔑᐦᑎᒡ 
 k ᐅᒑᒃ   ᐅᒑᑭᒡ  
 m ᐊᓵᒻ   ᐊᓵᒥᒡ 
 n ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ   ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓂᒡ 
 s ᓂᒫᔅ   ᓂᒫᓯᒡ     
 sh ᐊᐙᔑᔥ  ᐊᐙᔑᔑᒡ 
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Locative suffix 
When you add the locative ending, used for the English prepositions “in, at, to, on, etc.” 
change the small ᑉ, ᑦ, ᒃ, ᒄ, ᒡ, ᒻ, ᓐ, ᔅ, ᔥ to big ᐱ, ᑎ, ᑭ, ᑯ, ᒋ, ᒥ, ᓂ, ᓯ, ᔑ. 
      Locative 

   ᑆᑭᑦ    ᑆᑭᑎᐦᒡ 
   ᐊᓵᒻ    ᐊᓵᒥᐦᒡ 
   ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ    ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓂᐦᒡ 
   ᓃᐲᔥ    ᓃᐲᔑᐦᒡ 
   ᒦᒋᓲᓈᐦᑎᒄ   ᒦᒋᓲᓈᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ 
   ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐧᐃᓐ   ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐧᐃᓂᐦᒡ 

 
Note that another ending which sounds exactly like the locative can be added to nouns.  
This is the simulative suffix and is translated as “like a” as in this sentence: ᐧᒫᐦᒡ ᓈᐹᐦᒡ 
ᐄᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᔨᐤᐦ ᐅᑳᐧᐄᐦ. 
      Simulative 

   ᓈᐹᐤ    ᓈᐹᐦᒡ   
   ᐊᑎᒻ    ᐊᑎᒧᐦᒡ  
   ᔒᔒᑉ    ᔒᔒᐱᐦᒡ 
   ᓂᔅᒃ    ᓂᔅᑭᐦᒡ 
   ᐊᑎᐦᒄ    ᐊᑎᐦᑯᐦᒡ 
   ᓂᒫᔅ    ᓂᒫᓯᐦᒡ  
 

 
Diminutive suffix 
When you add the diminutive ending, meaning “small or young”, you usually change the 
small syllabic ᑉ, ᑦ, ᒃ, ᒄ, ᒡ, ᓐ to big ᐱ, ᑎ, ᑭ, ᑯ, ᒋ, ᒥ, ᓂ.  
      Diminutive 

   ᐊᑯᐦᑉ    ᐊᑯᐦᐱᔥ 
   ᒋᐙᔥᒃ    ᒋᐙᔥᑭᔑᔥ 
   ᐊᑎᐦᒄ    ᐊᒋᐦᑯᔑᔥ 
   ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ    ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓂᔥ 
 

In many words there is often an additional change so that ᑖ becomes ᒑ, ᑎ and ᑦ 
become ᒋ, ᑏ becomes ᒌ, ᓵ becomes ᔖ, and ᔅ becomes ᔥ.  In these cases there 
may be two pronunciations of the diminutive word, as seen in the examples below. 
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      Diminutive 
   ᒥᐦᑦ    ᒥᐦᒋᔥ 
   ᒥᑖᔅ    ᒥᑖᔑᔥ  ᒥᒑᔑᔥ 
   ᓰᐅᑏᔅ    ᓰᐅᑏᔑᔥ ᔒᐅᑏᔑᔥ ᔒᐅᒌᔑᔥ 
   ᐊᑎᒻ    ᐊᒋᒧᔑᔥ 
   ᐊᓵᒻ    ᐊᔖᒥᔥ 
   ᐎᔮᔅ    ᐎᔮᔑᔥ 
   ᐱᔨᒌᔅ    ᐱᔨᒌᔑᔥ 
   ᒥᔥᑎᒄ    ᒥᔥᒋᑯᔑᔥ 
 

An exception is the change of final ᒃ to ᒋ in this word: 
 

ᓂᔅᒃ     ᓂᔥᒋᔑᔥ 
    ᓂᔥᒋᐦᑳᓂᔑᔥ 

Possessive suffix 
 When the possessive endings are added, little ᑉ, ᑦ, ᒃ, ᒄ, ᒡ, ᒻ, ᓐ, ᔅ, ᔥ 
 become big ᐱ, ᑎ, ᑭ, ᑯ, ᒋ, ᒥ, ᓂ, ᓯ, ᔑ.  
       Possessive 
   ᔒᔒᑉ    ᓂᔒᔒᐱᒻ 
   ᒥᐦᑦ    ᓂᒥᐦᑎᒻ 
   ᑰᒃ    ᓂᑰᑭᒻ 
   ᐊᑎᐦᒄ    ᓂᑎᑎᐦᑯᒻ 
   ᐊᓵᒻ    ᓂᑎᓵᒥᓈᓂᒡ 
   ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ    ᓂᑖᒥᐦᒀᓂᓈᓂᒡ 
   ᓂᒫᔅ    ᓂᓂᒫᓯᒻ  
   ᐊᒋᑳᔥ    ᓂᑎᒋᑳᔑᒻ 
 

Here is a summary of how the finals change: 
 

   Animate Diminutive  Locative Possessive 
Plural 

 ᔒᔒᑉ  ᔒᔒᐱᒡ  ᔒᔒᐱᔑᔥ  ᔒᔒᐱᐦᒡ ᓂᔒᔒᐱᒻ 
 ᐅᒑᑦ  ᐅᒑᑎᒡ  ᐅᒑᑎᔥ   ᐅᒑᑎᐦᒡ  ᓅᒑᑎᒻ 
 ᐹᓂᑮᒃ  ᐹᓂᑮᑭᒡ ᐹᓂᑮᑭᔥ  ᐹᓂᑮᑭᐦᒡ ᓂᐹᓂᑮᑭᒻ 
 ᐊᓵᒻ  ᐊᓵᒥᒡ  ᐊᔖᒥᔥ   ᐊᓵᒥᐦᒡ  ᓂᑎᓵᒥᓈᓂᒡ 
 ᐴᑎᓐ  ᐴᑎᓂᒡ  ᐴᑎᓂᔥ , ᐴᒋᓂᔥ ᐴᑎᓂᐦᒡ ᓂᐴᑎᓂᒻ 
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 ᓂᒫᔅ  ᓂᒫᓯᒡ  ᓂᒫᔑᔥ   ᓂᒫᓯᐦᒡ  ᓂᓂᒫᓯᒻ 
 ᐊᒋᑳᔥ  ᐊᒋᑳᔑᒡ ᐊᒋᑳᔑᔥ  ᐊᒋᑳᔑᐦᒡ ᓂᑎᒋᑳᔑᒻ 

3.4.2 Words ending with ᒄ 
 The little ᒄ changes to big ᑯ when an ending is added. 
 
   Animate Diminutive Locative Possessive 

Plural 
 

ᐊᑎᐦᒄ  ᐊᑎᐦᑯᒡ  ᐊᒋᐦᑯᔑᔥ ᐊᑎᐦᑯᐦᒡ ᓂᑎᑎᐦᑯᒻ 
ᐊᒥᔅᒄ  ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ  ᐊᒥᔥᑯᔑᔥ ᐊᒥᔅᑯᐦᒡ ᓂᑎᒥᔅᑯᒻ 
ᐙᐱᔅᒄ  ᐙᐱᔅᑯᒡ ᐙᐱᔥᑯᔑᔥ ᐙᐱᔅᑯᐦᒡ ᓂᐙᐱᔅᑯᒻ 
ᒸᒄ  ᒸᑯᒡ  ᒸᑯᔑᔥ  ᒸᑯᐦᒡ  ᓂᒸᑯᒻ 
 

3.4.3 Words ending with ᐤ 
 If the word ends in ᐤ, and an ending is added, the ᐤ is kept only if the suffix is ᐦ.  
 
  ᔑᑯᑖᐤ     ᔑᑯᑖᐤᐦ 
  ᐙᐤ     ᐙᐤᐦ 
 
 When the animate plural ending is added to a noun, the ᐤ becomes ᐅ.  
  Singular    Plural 
  ᓈᐹᐤ     ᓈᐹᐅᒡ 
  ᒫᓂᑖᐤ     ᒫᓂᑖᐅᒡ 
  ᐅᒋᒫᐤ     ᐅᒋᒫᐅᒡ 
  ᐃᔅᐧᑳᐤ     ᐃᔅᐧᑳᐅᒡ  
 
 When the animate plural ending is added to a verb, the ᐤ becomes ᐎ. 
  Singular    Plural 
  ᓂᐹᐤ     ᓂᐹᐎᒡ 
  ᒫᑎᐙᐤ     ᒫᑎᐙᐎᒡ 
  ᐙᐱᒫᐤ     ᐙᐱᒫᐎᒡ 
  ᐧᐃᔨᐐᐤ     ᐧᐃᔨᐐᐎᒡ 
  ᑯᑎᐲᐤ     ᑯᑎᐲᐎᒡ 
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When the diminutive, locative or possessive ending is added to a noun, the ᐤ is dropped. 
 

Singular  Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 
      Simulative 

 ᓈᐹᐤ   ᓈᐹᔑᔥ  ᓈᐹᐦᒡ   ᓂᓈᐹᒻ 
 ᒫᓂᑖᐤ   ᒫᓂᒑᔑᔥ  ᒫᓂᑖᐦᒡ   ᓂᒫᓂᑖᒻ 

ᐅᒋᒫᐤ   ᐅᒋᒫᔑᔥ  ᐅᒋᒫᐦᒡ   ᓅᒋᒫᒻ 
 

3.4.4 Some exceptions 
Be careful of the following words where ᒻ becomes ᒧ, ᔅ becomes ᓱ, and ᔥ becomes ᔓ 
when an ending is added. 

 
 Singular  Plural   Locative  Diminutive 
 ᐊᑎᒻ   ᐊᑎᒧᒡ   ᐊᑎᒧᐦᒡ   ᐊᒋᒧᔑᔥ 
 ᐲᓯᒻ   ᐲᓯᒧᒡ   ᐲᓯᒧᐦᒡ   ᐲᔑᒧᔥ 
 ᒨᔅ   ᒨᓱᒡ   ᒨᓱᐦᒡ   ᒨᔓᔑᔥ 
 ᐙᐳᔥ   ᐙᐳᔓᒡ  ᐙᐳᔓᐦᒡ  ᐙᐳᔓᔑᔥ 
 
More examples of words with these endings: 
 

  ᐊᑎᒻ   ᐲᓯᒻ   ᒨᔅ  ᐙᐳᔥ 
  ᐊᑎᒧᐦᑳᓐ  ᐲᓯᒧᐦᑳᓐ  ᒨᓱᔮᓐ  ᐙᐳᔓᔮᓐ 
  ᐊᑎᒧᑖᐹᓈᔮᐲ  ᐲᓯᒨᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ  ᒨᓱᒥᓐ  ᐙᐳᔓᐦᑳᓐ 

 ᐊᑎᒧᐲᐐᐦ  ᐲᓯᒸᔮᐲ  ᒨᓱᔮᔅ  ᐙᐳᔓᒦᒋᒻ 
 ᐊᑎᒧᐦᑭᒌ  ᐲᓯᒸᐦᑖᐦᒡ  ᒨᓱᒡ  ᐙᐳᔓᒫᐤ  
 ᐊᑎᒧᔥᑎᒀᓐ  ᑎᐱᐦᐄᐲᓯᒸᓐ  ᒨᔓᔑᔥ  ᐙᐳᔓᔥᑎᐧᑳᓐ  
 ᐊᑎᒧᔮᓐ  ᐲᓯᒧᒡ   ᓂᒨᓱᒻ  ᐙᐳᔓᔅᒋᐦᒄ  
 ᐊᑎᒧᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄ  ᐲᔑᒧᔥ   ᒨᓱᐦᒡ  ᐙᐳᔓᐳᒋᓂᔑᒡ 
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3.5 ᔅ   and  ᔥ   
 

Here are some words with ᔅ and ᔥ before a consonant. These sounds may be difficult to 
hear for some speakers, so check with the dictionary. 

  sk  shk   st   sht 
  ᒥᔅᑭᐙᐤ  ᒥᔥᑭᐙᐤ  ᐙᔅᑐᐎᔅᑯᓐ  ᐙᔥᑖᓂᒻ 
  ᐋᔅᑭᐤ(ᐦ) ᒨᔥᑭᒦ   ᐊᔅᑎᔅ   ᐙᔥᑎᐦᐄᒑᐤ 
  ᒥᔅᑭᒻ  ᒥᔥᑭᐐᐤ   ᓂᔅᑐᓯᐤ   ᓈᔥᑖᑆᐦ 
  ᐅᔅᑭᓐ  ᑳᔥᑭᐦᐊᒻ  ᓂᔅᑖᔅ   ᐊᔥᑎᓂᒻ 
 
 
  sch  shch   sp   shp 
  ᐄᔨᔅᒋᓯᓐ ᓂᔥᒋᔑᔥ  ᓂᔅᐱᑎᐙᐤ  ᒌᔥᐴ 
  ᐊᔅᒋᐱᔅᑯᓈᐤ ᐱᔥᒡ   ᑳᔅᐱᔑᓐ  ᐄᔥᐱᒋᐤ 
  ᐊᔅᒌ  ᐅᔥᒋᒀᓂᔥ  ᒥᔅᐳᓐ   ᐹᔥᐹᔥᑖᐤ 
  ᐋᔮᓂᔅᒑ ᐅᔥᒡ   ᑯᔅᐱᐤ   ᐊᔥᐱᔑᒨ 
  ᐹᔅᒋᐧᓵᐤ  ᑯᑣᔥᒡ   ᒋᔅᐱᑭᑎᓐ  ᐱᔥᐱᓂᑎᒻ 
  ᐊᑳᒥᔅᒌᐦᒡ ᓈᔥᒡ   ᐙᔅᐱᓱᐎᔮᓐ  ᐊᔥᐱᔑᓐ 
  ᑭᔅᒋᒀᓲ  ᓃᔣᔥᒡ   ᒋᔅᐹᐤ   ᐊᔥᐱᔥᑎᒫᐤ 
  ᓈᐙᐱᔅᒡ ᐹᔥᒡ   ᒋᔅᐱᑳᐤ   ᐃᔥᐱᒥᐦᒡ 
  ᑳᔅᒋᓈᐤ  ᓈᑭᔑᒋᐦᐋᐤ  ᒋᔅᐱᒋᓰᐤ  ᐄᔥᐹᐤ  
  ᒥᔅᒋᓯᓈᔮᐲ ᐅᔥᒋᑎᐦᑯᔥ  ᒋᔅᐱᓂᑎᒧᐙᐤ  ᐄᔥᐱᑎᓈᐤ 
 

3.6 The use of the ᐦ (h)  ᔮᐦᔮᐙᑭᓐ 
 

The ᐦ (h) symbol is a difficult one to use correctly.  There are a few places where it is 
used predictably, mostly in grammatical endings, but otherwise, you have to train 
yourself to hear it when someone says a word. 

 
 The ᐦ (h) symbol does not occur at the beginning of a word, except in names. 
 

ᐦᐁᓂᕇ 
ᐦᐁᓕᓐ 
ᐦᐋᕇ 
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3.6.1  ᐦ in the middle of a word  
The ᐦ is used in the middle of a word between two vowel sounds or before a consonant.  
Here are some examples: 
 
Before ᐃ, ᐄ, ᐅ, ᐆ, ᐊ, ᐋ, ᐙ  Before  ᐱ, ᐲ, ᐳ, ᐴ, ᐹ, ᑆ, ᑉ 
  

ᐲᐦᐃᒻ     ᐅᐦᐲᐤ 
 ᐅᑎᐦᐊᒻ    ᐱᐦᐳᐧᐃᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ  
 ᐅᑎᐦᐧᐋᐤ    ᐲᐦᐲᐦᒑᐤ 
 ᐅᒥᓂᐦᐅᐧᐃᓐ    ᐹᐦᐱᐤ    
 ᐅᐦᐆᒥᓯᐤ    ᒦᒋᐙᐦᑉ 
 ᐅᐦᐄ     ᐅᐦᐱᐦᐆ 
 ᐅᑎᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᐅᑎᐦᑉ 
 ᐋᐦᐋᐙᔒᔥ    ᐅᐦᐱᓂᑭᓐ 
 ᓂᐹᐦᐋᐤ    ᒥᑐᑭᐦᑉ 
 ᒫᑎᐦᐄᑭᓐ    ᐅᐦᐹᔑᐤ 
 ᒫᐦᐄᐱᔨᐤ    ᐅᐦᑆᐱᔨᐤ 
 ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ    ᐹᐦᐱᐤ 
 

 Before ᑎ, ᑏ, ᑐ, ᑑ, ᑖ, ᑣ, ᑦ  Before ᒋ, ᒌ, ᒍ, ᒎ, ᒑ, ᒞ, ᒡ 
  ᒥᐦᑦ     ᐲᐦᒋᒑᐤ 
  ᐹᐦᑎᒻ     ᐅᑖᐦᒡ 
  ᐅᐦᑎᓐ     ᐳᐦᒋᐎᑖᐤ 
  ᐅᐦᑖᐤ     ᐃᔨᐦᒡ 
  ᐃᔨᐦᑎᐎᓐ    ᔮᔮᐦᒌᐤ 
  ᐄᑐᐦᑖᐤ     ᓲᐦᒑᔨᒨ 
  ᓅᐦᑦ     ᓅᐦᒋᒦᐦᒡ 
  ᓅᐦᑖᓰᐤ     ᐋᐦᒋᒄ 
  ᐅᐦᑖᐐᐦ    ᒥᐦᒑᑐ 
  ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐎᓐ    ᐴᐦᒑᐱᓈᐤ 
 
 Before ᑭ, ᑮ, ᑯ, ᑰ, ᑳ, ᒀ, ᒃ, ᒄ  Before ᔨ, ᔩ, ᔪ, ᔫ, ᔮ, ᔻ 
  ᐋᐦᑯᓯᐤ     ᐙᐦᔨᐤ 
  ᐊᑎᐦᒄ     ᐙᐱᐦᔮᐤ 
  ᐄᔨᐦᒄ     ᒥᔥᑎᑯᐦᔮᐤ 
  ᒫᐦᑮ     ᔮᐦᔮᐤ 
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  ᒥᐦᒄ     ᒋᐦᔮᐤ  
  ᐅᐦᑯᓐ     ᐱᒥᐦᔮᐤ 
  ᐅᐦᑯᒻᐦ     ᐱᐦᔮᑯᓯᐤ 
  ᐅᐦᑳᒫᐤ     ᓈᐹᐦᔮᐤ 
  ᐋᐦᑯᓐ     ᔫᐦᔫᔥᑭᒻ 
  ᔮᐦᑭᓐ     ᒨᐦᔮᐙᐤ 

 
It is sometimes difficult to hear the ᐦ sound but it becomes easier to hear when you say 
these pairs of words: 
 

 With ᐦ (h)     Without ᐦ (h) 
  ᒥᐦᒄ     ᒥᒄ 
  ᓰᐦᑎᐤ     ᓰᑎᐤ 
  ᐐᐦᐹᐤ     ᐎᔨᐹᐤ 
  ᒥᓂᐦᒀᐤ     ᒥᓂᒀᐤ 
  ᔮᐦᔮᐤ     ᔮᔮᐤ 
  ᒥᐦᑯᔖᐤ     ᒥᑯᔖᐤ 
  ᒫᐦᑮ     ᒫᑮ 
  ᐄᔨᐦᒄ     ᑳᒄ 
  ᒥᐦᑦ     ᒥᑖᔅ 
  ᐱᐦᑖᐤ     ᐹᑖᐤ 
  ᐅᐦᒋᐱᑎᒻ    ᐅᒋᐱᑎᒻ 
  ᓅᐦᑖᓰᐤ     ᓅᑖᐱᑖᓯᐤ 
  ᐹᐦᐱᑖᐤ     ᐹᐱᑖᐤ 
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3.6.2 ᐦ at the end of a word 
At the end of a word ᐦ (h) is used to mark grammatical categories such as the inanimate 
plural of nouns, obviative of animate nouns, locative of nouns, imperative marker of 
verbs, etc. 
 

Inanimate plural marker 
 
 Nouns: 

  Singular    Plural 
 

 ᐅᑖᐹᓐ     ᐅᑖᐹᓐᐦ 
 ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ    ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐᐦ 
 ᒥᐦᑦ     ᒥᐦᑦᐦ 

  ᐆᑦ     ᐆᑦᐦ 
  ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐎᓐ    ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐎᓐᐦ 
  ᐎᔮᑭᓐ     ᐎᔮᑭᓐᐦ 
  ᐅᓯᑦ     ᐅᓯᑦᐦ 
 

 
 Verbs:  

  Singular    Plural 
 

  ᒥᔖᐤ     ᒥᔖᐤᐦ   
  ᐹᐱᔨᐤ     ᐹᐱᔨᐤᐦ  
  ᒥᐦᒀᐤ     ᒥᐦᒀᐤᐦ  
  ᐹᐦᑖᑯᓐ     ᐹᐦᑖᑯᓐᐦ 
  ᓅᑯᓐ     ᓅᑯᓐᐦ  
  ᒋᓍᔅᑯᓐ    ᒋᓍᔅᑯᓐᐦ 
  ᒥᒋᓐ     ᒥᒋᓐᐦ  
  ᐙᔥᑖᐤ     ᐙᔥᑖᐤᐦ 
  ᐙᐹᐤ     ᐙᐹᐤᐦ     
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Animate obviative marker 
 

Possessed animate nouns  
    
ᐦ (h) is used for when the possessor is  
third person (he, she, they)  
  

ᐦ (h) is not used when the possessor is 
first or second person (I, you, we) 

ᐅᐦᑖᐐᐦ ᐅᐦᑖᐐᔨᐤᐦ ᐅᐦᑖᐅᐙᐤᐦ ᓅᐦᑖᐐ ᓅᐦᑖᐐᓈᓐ 
ᐅᑳᐐᐦ  ᐅᑳᐐᔨᐤᐦ ᐅᑳᐅᐙᐤᐦ ᓂᑳᐐ ᓂᑳᐐᓈᓐ 
ᐅᑯᓯᔅᐦ  ᐅᑯᓯᓯᔨᐤᐦ ᐅᑯᓯᓯᐙᐤᐦ ᓂᑯᓯᔅ ᓂᑯᓯᓯᓈᓐ 
ᐅᑖᒻᐦ  ᐅᑖᒥᔨᐤᐦ ᐅᑖᒥᐙᐤᐦ ᓂᑖᒻ ᓂᑖᒥᓈᓐ 
 

 
  

Obviative Nouns with Transitive Animate Verbs 
 
When a Transitive Animate Verb has two third persons, one of them (is obviative) and 
adds an ᐦ (h) at the end. 

 
ᐊᔑᒫᐤ ᓂᑖᒻᐦ ᐋᓃ᙮ 
ashimâu nitâmh ânî.  
 
ᓂᑖᒻ ᐊᔑᒫᐃᑯ ᐋᓃᐦ᙮ 
nitâm ashimiku ânî-h. 
 
ᐋᓃ ᐧᐋᐸᒥᑰ ᓂᔅᑖᔅᐦ᙮ 
ânî wâpamikû nistâs-h. 
 
ᐋᓃ ᐙᐱᒫᐤ ᓂᔅᑖᔅᐦ᙮ 
ânî wâpimâu nistâs-h. 
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ᐦ (h) on expressions of time 
 
 ᐦ (h) can be added to an expression of time, when something happens more than once. 
   

ᔖᔥ ᐹᔨᑯᐲᓯᒻᐦ ᐄᑎᓂᐦᐆ᙮ 

  ᐹᔨᑯᐲᓯᒻᐦ ᐄᑎᓂᐦᐆ ᒫᓐ᙮ 

  ᓃᔓᑎᐱᔅᑳᐤᐦ ᓂᒥ ᓅᐦᒋ ᒥᔪᐦᐧᑳᒧᓐ᙮  

 

ᐦ (h) on habitual verbs 
 

"  (h) is found on conjugation #12b to indicate a habitual or repetitive event: 'whenever...' 
 

Conjunct Indicative Neutral (CIN) (#11) CIN Habitual-Iterative (#12b) 
  ᐋᐦ ᒦᒋᓱᔮᓐ   ᒫᒋᓱᔮᓐᐦ 
  ᑳ ᒦᒋᓱᔮᓐ   ᑳ ᒦᒋᓱᔮᓐᐦ 
  ᒑ ᒦᒋᓱᔮᓐ   ᒑ ᒦᒋᓱᔮᓐᐦ 
  ᒋᔮᒋᔖᐹᔮᒡ   ᒋᔮᒋᔖᐹᔮᒡᐦ 
 

ᐦ (h) as a marker of Imperative verbs for second person singular forms 
 
  3rd person 's/he...'   2nd person singular '(you)...' 
  ᓂᐹᐤ      ᓂᐹᐦ 
  ᐊᔨᒥᐦᑖᐤ     ᐊᔨᒥᐦᑖᐦ 
  ᒥᓂᐦᒀᐤ      ᒥᓂᐦᒀᐦ 
  ᐱᓯᒀᐱᐤ     ᐱᓯᒀᑉᐦ 
  ᓂᑭᒨ      ᓂᑭᒻᐦ 
  ᓃᒥᐤ      ᓃᒻᐦ 
  ᐙᐱᐦᑎᒻ     ᐙᐱᐦᑦᐦ 
  ᑎᐦᒋᔥᑭᒻ     ᑎᐦᒋᔥᒃᐦ 
 

Note that ᐦ (h) is used for the command forms 'do it to it' and 'do it to me' but not for 'do 
it to him'. 

     (do it to) it  (do it to) me  (do it to) him   
  ᓈᑖᐤ   ᓈᑦᐦ   ᓈᔥᐦ   ᓈᔥ 
  ᐅᒋᐱᑖᐤ  ᐅᒋᐱᑦᐦ   ᐅᒋᐱᔥᐦ  ᐅᒋᐱᔥ 
  ᐙᐱᒫᐤ   ᐙᐱᐦᑦᐦ   ᐙᐱᒻᐦ  ᐙᐱᒻ 
  ᒥᔅᑭᐙᐤ   ᒥᔅᒃᐦ   ᒥᔅᑭᐤᐦ   ᒥᔅᑭᐤ 
  ᒥᓂᔣᐤ   ᒥᓂᔥᐦ   ᒥᓂᔓᐦ  ᒥᓂᔓ 
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3.6.3 Locative suffix 
In the locative marker for nouns and particles ᐦ (h) is used before ᒡ.  Note that not all 
particles use ᐦᒡ. 

 
Locative suffix on particles 
 

   ᐦ (h) is used   ᐦ (h) is not used 
  ᐅᑖᐦᒡ    ᑖᐅᒡ 

   ᐲᐦᑎᑭᒥᐦᒡ   ᑖᑖᐅᒡ 
   ᐄᑖᒥᐦᒡ / ᓂᑖᒥᐦᒡ  ᑎᐱᔥᑯᒡ 

  ᐊᑳᒥᐦᒡ    ᒋᔥᑎᐎᒡ 
  ᒫᒥᐦᒡ     ᐅᔥᒡ 

   ᓃᑳᓂᐦᒡ   ᒧᔥᑎᐦᑎᒡ 
   ᐃᔥᐱᒥᐦᒡ  
   ᓂᐦᐄᐎᓂᐦᒡ  
   ᓂᒥᐦᒌᐎᓂᐦᒡ  
   ᓈᓯᐹᑎᒥᐦᒡ  
   ᓃᐦᑖᐦᒡ 
 

Locative suffix on nouns 
 

   Locative    Non-locative  
  ᓰᐲᐦᒡ    ᓰᐲ 
  ᓵᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐦᒡ   ᓵᑭᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᐲᓯᒧᐦᒡ    ᐲᓯᒻ 
  ᒦᒋᐙᐦᐱᐦᒡ   ᒦᒋᐙᐦᑉ  
  ᒫᔅᑭᓈᐦᒡ   ᒫᔅᑭᓂᐤ  
  ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐎᓂᐦᒡ   ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐎᓐ 
  ᐎᒌᐦᒡ    ᐎᒌ  
  ᒦᒋᓲᓈᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ   ᒦᒋᓲᓈᐦᑎᒄ 
  ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓂᐦᒡ   ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ 

 
Note that another ending, which sounds exactly like the locative, can be added to nouns.  
This is the simulative suffix and is translated as “like a”. 

       Simulative 
   ᓈᐹᐤ    ᓈᐹᐦᒡ 
   ᐊᑎᒻ    ᐊᑎᒧᐦᒡ  
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3.6.4 ᐦ (h) in Verb Suffixes 
 If a verb ends in ᒻ or ᓐ, these finals will change to ᐦ when ᒡ or ᒃ is added as a 
 conjunct verb ending. 
   Independent Order  Conjunct Order 
   ᐱᒥᔑᓐ    ᐋᐦ ᐱᒥᔑᐦᒃ  

ᑎᑯᔑᓐ    ᐋᐦ ᑎᑯᔑᐦᒃ 
   ᐙᐱᐦᑎᒻ   ᑳ ᒌ ᐙᐱᐦᑎᐦᒃ 
   ᒥᔅᑭᒻ    ᐋᐦ ᒥᔅᑭᐦᒃ 
   ᓃᐱᓐ    ᐋᐦ ᓃᐱᐦᒡ 
   ᒋᒧᐎᓐ    ᐋᐦ ᒋᒧᐎᐦᒡ 
   ᓅᑯᓐ    ᐋᐦ ᓅᑯᐦᒡ 
   ᒋᓍᔅᑯᓐ   ᑳ ᒋᓍᔅᑯᐦᒡ 
   ᐅᒋᐱᑎᒻ   ᒑ ᐅᒋᐱᑎᐦᒃ 
 

The endings of some verbs change the final ᓐ to ᐦ before ᒡ in the plural form: 
  ᓃᔨ (singular)  ᓃᔮᓐ (plural) 
  ᑳ ᓂᐹᔮᓐ   ᑳ ᓂᐹᔮᐦᒡ 
  ᑳ ᐋᐱᑎᓯᔮᓐ   ᑳ ᐋᐱᑎᓯᔮᐦᒡ  
  ᑳ ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒫᓐ   ᑳ ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒫᐦᒡ 

  
Other verbs endings change the final ᓐ to ᐦ before ᒄ in the plural form: 
  ᓃᔨ (singular)  ᓃᔮᓐ (plural) 
  ᒑ ᓂᐹᔨᓐ   ᒑ ᓂᐹᔨᐦᒄ 
  ᑳ ᐋᐱᑎᓯᔨᓐ   ᑳ ᐋᐱᑎᓯᔨᐦᒄ  
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Part Four:  ᐃ, ᐄ and ᔨ 
  

4.1 ᐃ at the end of words 
ᐊᐳᐃ   

  ᑑᑑᔑᓈᐳᐃ / ᒎᒎᔑᓈᐳᐃ 
  ᓂᒧᐃ 
  ᐐᐦᑯᐃ  
  ᐐᑐᐃ 
  ᐅᓱᐃ  
  ᐅᑎᐦᑯᐃ 
 

4.2 ᐄ and ᐃ in the middle of a word 
 After (h) ᐦ the long ᐄ is used: 
  ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᒋᔥᑐᐎᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᒋᔥᑐᐎᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᑳᔥᑭᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᑳᔥᑭᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᔑᔓᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᔑᔓᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
  ᐊᔓᐦᐄᒑᐤ    ᐊᔓᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
 
 A few words with ᐃ in the middle are given here, but there are more in the dictionary.  
  ᐋᐃᐙᔥ  
  ᐋᐃᐙᐦᒡ 
  ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᐤ 
 

4.3 Using ᔨ  
 
 ᔨ is used in verb endings: 
    sleep    sit 
  (ᓃᔨ)  ᑳ ᓂᐹᔮᓐ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔮᓐ 
  (ᒌᔨ)  ᑳ ᓂᐹᔨᓐ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔨᓐ 
  (ᐐᔨ)  ᑳ ᓂᐹᑦ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᑦ 
    ᑳ ᓂᐹᔨᒡᐦ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔨᒡᐦ 
  (ᓃᔮᓐ)  ᑳ ᓂᐹᔮᐦᒡ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔮᐦᒡ 
  (ᒌᔮᓂᐤ) ᑳ ᓂᐹᔨᐦᒄ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔨᐦᒄ 
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  (ᒌᔨᐙᐤ) ᑳ ᓂᐹᔮᒄ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᔮᒄ 
  (ᐐᔨᐙᐤ) ᑳ ᓂᐹᒡ   ᑳ ᐊᐱᒡ 
     
    white    visible 
    ᑳ ᐙᐹᒡ   ᑳ ᓅᑯᐦᒡ 
    ᑳ ᐙᐹᒡᐦ   ᑳ ᓅᑯᐦᒡᐦ 
    ᑳ ᐙᐹᔨᒡ   ᑳ ᓅᑯᓂᔨᒡ 
    ᑳ ᐙᐹᔨᒡᐦ   ᑳ ᓅᑯᓂᔨᒡᐦ 
 
 Keep the ᔨ in words which end in ᐱᔨᐤ when they add a suffix: 
 
  ᐱᒥᒋᐱᔨᐤ  ᐱᒥᒋᐱᔨᐦᐋᐤ   ᐱᒥᒋᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ 
  ᐲᒥᐱᔨᐤ  ᐲᒥᐱᔨᐦᐋᐤ   ᐲᒥᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ 
  ᐅᔂᐱᔨᐤ  ᐅᔂᐱᔨᐦᐋᐤ     ᐅᔂᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ 
  ᒋᐦᒋᐱᔨᐤ  ᒋᐦᒋᐱᔨᐦᐋᐤ   ᒋᐦᒋᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ 
  ᐹᐱᔨᐤ   ᐹᐱᔨᐦᐋᐤ   ᐹᐱᔨᐦᑖᐤ 
   
 Be careful of these words, which sound similar but are written differently. 
 
  ᒥᔩ  cod   ᐧᐃᔫ it (anim) howls  
  ᒦᔨ  pus   ᐅᔨᐤ her/his body 
 

4.4 New spelling for ᑖᐤ and ᑎᑯᓐ, ᑐᑎᒻ and ᑐᑎᐙᐤ 
 

Note that the words ᐃᐦᑖᐤ and ᐃᐦᑎᑯᓐ, ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒻ and ᐃᐦᑐᑎᐙᐤ, begin with ᐃᐦ… which 
is often not pronounced. Nevertheless it is written.  It can be heard clearly when a prefix 
is added to the word or the first vowel is changed. For example: ᐃᐦᑖᐤ, ᒋᑎᐦᑖᓐ, ᐋᐦᑖᐎᑦ. 
 

  Write…    Not… 
   ᐃᐦᑖᐤ     ᑖᐤ 
   ᐃᐦᑎᑯᓐ   ᑎᑯᓐ 
   ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒻ    ᑐᑎᒻ 

ᐃᐦᑐᑎᐙᐤ   ᑐᑎᐙᐤ  
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Part Five: Syllabic Symbols not to forget to write 
 

5.1 Short ᐃ or ᐊ at the beginning 
In many words the short ᐃ or ᐊ at the beginning is not pronounced in ordinary fast 
speech.  However, you can hear it clearly when a prefix is added to the beginning of a 
word.  Make sure to write the ᐃ or ᐊ, even when it is not audible or pronounced. 

    
  ᐃ     ᐊ 
 
  ᐃᔥᒀᐦᑖᒻ    ᐊᓵᒻ 
  ᐃᔅᑭᓂᐱᐳᓐᐦ    ᐊᔥᑐᑎᓐ 
  ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐤ     ᐊᐱᔒᔥ 
  ᐃᔥᐱᒥᐦᒡ    ᐊᒀᑖᑦ 
  ᐃᔅᒀᐤ     ᐊᔅᑎᓯᒡ 
  ᐃᔥᒀᔑᔥ    ᐊᒥᔅᒄ 
  ᐃᔥᐱᔑᒧᓐ    ᐊᒋᒧᔑᔥ 

 ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒻ     ᐊᒀᐱᐦᑖᓂᒻ 
  ᐃᔅᐧᑳᓯᒻ     ᐊᒋᑳᔥ 
 

5.2.   ᐎ and ᐅ 
It is often difficult to hear the difference between ᐎ and ᐅ.  In order to decide which one 
to write, it is best to check with the dictionary.  

 
   ᐎ    ᐅ 
 
   ᐎᒋᔥᒄ   ᐅᔥᑎᒀᓐ 
   ᐎᒋᔥᑐᓐ  ᐅᔅᑯᑦ 
   ᐎᒌ   ᐅᑐᓐ 
   ᐎᓈᒋᐦᐋᐤ  ᐅᒥᓂᒄ 
 
  



Revised March 2017   Northern Spelling Manual 27 

5.3 ᐎ, ᐐ and ᐅ   
 Words beginning with ᐎ, ᐐ and ᐅ can sound alike before ᔩ, ᔮ and ᔫ. 
 

ᐎ  ᐐ  ᐅ 
 

 

ᐎᔮᑭᓐ  plate ᐐᔨᐙᐤ them ᐅᔨᐤ her/his body 
ᐎᔫ it howls ᐐᐤᐦ  his wife   
  ᐐᐎᑦ  his bag, load   
  ᐐᔩ his bladder   
  ᐐᔨ she, he   

 
Note the irregular possessed forms: 

  ᐎᔮᔅ    ᐅᐎᔮᓯᒻ  
      ᓅᔮᓯᒻ  (ᓂ+ᐎ=ᓅ) 
      ᑰᔮᓯᒻ (ᒋ+ᐎ=ᑰ) 
 
  ᐎᔮᑭᓐ    ᐅᐎᔮᑭᓐ  
      ᓅᔮᑭᓐ (ᓂ+ᐎ=ᓅ) 
      ᑰᔮᑭᓐ (ᒋ+ᐎ=ᑰ) 
   
  ᐅᑎᓂᑭᓐ   ᐆᑎᓂᑭᓐᐦ (ᐅ+ᐅ=ᐆ) 
      ᓅᑎᓂᑭᓐᐦ 
      ᑰᑎᓂᑭᓐᐦ 
 
  ᐅᒋᐧᑳᒋᑭᓐ   ᐆᒋᐧᑳᒋᑭᓐ (ᐅ+ᐅ=ᐆ) 
      ᓅᒋᐧᑳᒋᑭᓐ 
      ᑰᒋᐧᑳᒋᑭᓐ 

 Dependent noun 
  ᐅᓯᓯᒻᐦ    ᓅᓯᓯᒻ (ᓂ+ᐅ=ᓅ) 
      ᑰᓯᓯᒻ (ᒋ+ᐅ=ᑰ) 

 
Do not confuse ᐎᔮᔅ 'meat' with ᐅᔮᔅ 'flesh of the body', which is a dependent noun: 

     ᐅᔮᔅ her/his own flesh 
     ᓂᔮᔅ  my own flesh  

       ᒋᔮᔅ your own flesh 
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5.4 ᐎᓐ at the end of a word  
 A noun can be made from a verb by adding ᐎᓐ. 
   Verb     Noun 
   ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐤ     ᑖᐦᑎᐳᐎᓐ 
   ᐊᔨᒥᐦᐋᐤ    ᐊᔨᒥᐦᐋᐎᓐ 
   ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᐤ    ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᐎᓐ 
   ᐃᓯᓂᐦᑳᓲ    ᐃᓯᓂᐦᑳᓱᐎᓐ 
 

5.5 ᓂ at the beginning of a word 
In many words that begin with ᓂ, there is a tendency to write this syllabic symbol as a 
small ᓐ.  This symbol is used only at the end of words. 

 
  Write…   Not… 
   ᓂᑐᐦᑯᔨᓐ   ᓐᑐᐦᑯᔨᓐ 
   ᓂᒋᒄ    ᓐᒋᒄ 
   ᓂᑑᐦᐆ    ᓐᑑᐦᐆ 
   ᓂᑎᐙᐱᒫᐤ   ᓐᑐᐙᐱᒫᐤ 
   ᓂᑖᒥᒡ    ᓐᑖᒥᒡ 
   ᓂᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ   ᓐᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ 
 
 Some numbers are pronounced two ways, with or without ᓂ at the  beginning. 
   ᑯᑣᔥᒡ    ᓂᑯᑣᔥᒡ 
   ᔮᓈᓈᐤ    ᓂᔮᓈᓈᐤ 

5.6 ᒋ at the beginning  
Often words that are written with ᒋ at the beginning are pronounced with ᔥ or ᔅ.  The big 
ᒋ should still be written before ᑎ, ᑐ, ᑖ. 

 
  Write…   Not… 
   ᒋᑖᒻ    ᔥᑖᒻ 
   ᒋᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ   ᔥᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ 
   ᒋᑖᓂᔅ    ᔅᑖᓂᔅ 
   ᒋᑎᔅᒡ    ᔅᑎᔅᒡ 
 
 Also before ᒌ… 
  Write…   Not… 

  ᒋᒌᐦ ᒥᔅᑳᓐ   ᔅᒌ ᒥᔅᑳᓐ 
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   ᒋᒌᐦ ᒦᒋᓐ   ᔅᒌ ᒦᒋᓐ 
 

5.7 ᒋ in the middle of a word…   
  Write…   Not… 
   ᑆᒋᔅᑑ    ᑆᔅᑑ 
   ᐐᐦᒋᔅᑎᐤ   ᐐᔅᑎᐤ 
   ᐱᒋᔅᑎᓂᒻ   ᐱᔅᑎᓂᒻ 
   ᑳᐦᒋᔥᑎᓂᒻ   ᑳᔥᑎᓂᒻ 
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Part Six: Double Consonants 
 

6.1 Where to write a syllabic character twice  
In some words we hear double consonants. These are now written as two syllabics. For 
instance, the word now written as ᐱᔑᔑᒄ used to be written as ᐱᔑᒄ even though we 
can clearly hear the ᔑᔑ. Another example is  ᐲᐦᒋᒑᐤ, which used to be written as ᐲᐦᒑᐤ. 
Sometimes, a word can be put in the diminutive twice, like the words below:  

 
ᐋᐃᐦᑯᐋ ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᔥ ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᔑᔥ 
bannock small piece of 

bannock 
cookie 

   
ᐧᐋᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓐ  ᐧᐋᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓂᔥ ᐧᐋᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓂᔑᔥ 
house small 

house/shed 
Waskaganish 

 
 Other examples of words where you hear double consonants are: 
 
  ᐄᔑᔑᒫᐤ   ᑖᐹᑎᑎᒫᓐ  ᐅᒋᐧᑳᒋᒑᐤ 

 ᐊᔑᔑᐧᑳᐱᒫᐤ   ᔖᔖᐧᐋᐦᑎᑖᑭᓐᐦ ᐧᐄᐧᑳᑭᑭᓐ 

 ᑯᐧᑖᔑᔖᑉ   ᐧᑳᑎᐱᐱᔨᐤ  ᐲᓯᓯᓃ 

 ᓃᐧᔖᔑᔖᑉ   ᑎᐹᓂᓂᒻ  ᐱᒥᒨ 

 ᐅᑯᓯᓯᒫᐤ   ᒋᓯᓯᒻ   ᒋᔅᑐᐦᒋᒑᐤ 
 Note that the first syllabic of the pair is always short. 

 

6.2 Endings for verb conjugation (#09) 
The endings for the verb conjugation #09 (called the Dubitative Neutral), which can be 
translated as ‘maybe s/he does something’, are written with a double syllabic symbol ᒋᒑ. 
 
 ᓂᒥᔑᑳᓈᒋᒑ   ᓂᐧᐋᐱᐦᑎᔮᒋᒑ 

 ᒋᒥᔑᑳᓈᒋᒑ   ᒋᐧᐋᐱᐦᑎᔮᒋᒑ 

 ᒥᔑᑳᒋᒑ   ᐧᐋᐱᐦᑎᔮᒋᒑ 

  ᒥᔑᑳᒋᒑᓂᒌ   ᐧᐋᐱᐦᑎᔮᒋᒑᓂᒌ 
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Part Seven: Adding endings to nouns 
 

7.1 Adding endings to nouns which end in ᐅ 
When a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix is added to most words that end in ᐅ, 
the ᐅ is dropped (see also Words ending with ᐤ above).  

 
   Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 
      Simulative 

ᓈᐹᐤ  ᓈᐹᔑᔥ   ᓈᐹᐦᒡ   ᓂᓈᐹᒻ 
ᐃᔅᒀᐤ  ᐃᔥᒀᔑᔥ  ᐃᔅᒀᐦᒡ   ᓂᑎᔅᒀᒻ 
ᐅᒋᒫᐤ  ᐅᒋᒫᔑᔥ  ᐅᒋᒫᐦᒡ   ᓅᒋᒫᒻ 
ᐅᔥᑳᒑᐤ  ᐅᔥᑳᒑᔥ  ᐅᔥᑳᒑᐦᒡ  ᓅᔥᑳᒑᒻ 
ᐱᔮᐤ  ᐱᔮᔑᔥ   ᐱᔮᐦᒡ   ᓂᐱᔮᒻ 
ᒫᓂᑖᐤ  ᒫᓂᒑᔑᔥ  ᒫᓂᑖᐦᒡ   ᓂᒫᓂᑖᒻ 
ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐤ  ᐃᔥᑯᑖᔥ  ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐦᒡ  ᓂᑎᔥᑯᑖᒻ 
ᔔᑳᐤ  ᔔᑳᔥ   ᔔᑳᐦᒡ   ᓂᔔᑳᒻ 
ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᐤ ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᔥ  ᐋᐃᐦᑯᓈᐦᒡ  ᓂᑖᐃᐦᑯᓈᒻ 
ᐹᐹᐤ  ᐹᐹᔥ   ᐹᐹᐦᒡ   ᓂᐹᐹᒻ 

 
 Exceptions… 

 ᐙᐤ  ᐙᐅᔥ   ᐙᐅᐦᒡ   ᓂᐙᐅᒻ 
 

7.2 Adding endings to nouns which end in ᐃ 
When the noun ends in ᐃ, often the ᐃ is dropped. 
 

    Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 
       Simulative 
  ᐊᐳᐃ  ᐊᐳᔥ   ᐊᐳᐦᒡ   ᓂᐳᐃ 
  ᐊᐱᔓᐃ ᐊᐱᔓᔥ  ᐊᐱᔓᐦᒡ  ᓂᐱᔓᐃ 
  ᐐᑐᔮᐳᐃ ᐐᑐᔮᐳᔥ  ᐐᑐᔮᐳᐦᒡ  ᓂᐐᑐᔮᐳᒻ 
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Be careful of the following words where ᑯ becomes ᒀ… 
   Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 

Simulative 
ᐊᓂᑯᐃ  ᐊᓂᒀᔥ  ᐊᓂᒀᐦᒡ  ᓂᓂᑯᐃ 
ᐐᐦᑯᐃ  ᐐᐦᒀᔥ   ᐐᐦᒀᐦᒡ   ᓂᐐᐦᒀᒻ 
ᐧᐃᔥᑯᐃ  ᐧᐃᔥᒀᔥ  ᐧᐃᔥᒀᐦᒡ  ᓅᔥᒀᒻ 
ᐅᑯᐦᒋᔥᑯᐃ ᐅᑯᐦᒋᔥᒀᔥ  ᐅᑯᐦᒋᔥᒀᐦᒡ  ᓂᑯᐦᒋᔥᑯᐃ 
 

7.3 Adding endings to nouns which end in ᒋᐤ, ᔑᐤ, ᓯᐤ, ᔨᐤ 
When a suffix for the diminutive, locative, or possessive is added to these words, the 
syllabic changes from ᒋᐤ to ᒌ, ᔑᐤ to ᔒ, ᓯᐤ to ᓰ, and ᔨᐤ to ᔨ. 

 
   Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 

Simulative 
 ᐱᒋᐤ  ᐱᒌᔥ   ᐱᒌᐦᒡ   ᓂᐱᒌᒻ 
 ᐱᔑᐤ  ᐱᔒᔑᔥ  ᐱᔒᐦᒡ   ᓂᐱᔒᒻ 
 ᐐᐱᒋᐤ  ᐐᐱᒌᔑᔥ  ᐐᐱᒌᐦᒡ   ᓂᐐᐱᒌᒻ 
 ᑳᐦᑳᒋᐤ  ᑳᐦᑳᒌᔑᔥ  ᑳᐦᑳᒌᐦᒡ   ᓂᑳᐦᑳᒌᒻ 
 ᐅᐦᐆᒥᓯᐤ ᐅᐦᐆᒥᔒᔑᔥ  ᐅᐦᐆᒥᓰᐦᒡ  ᓅᐦᐆᒥᓰᒻ 
 ᒥᐦᒑᔑᐤ  ᒥᐦᒑᔒᔑᔥ  ᒥᐦᒑᔒᐦᒡ  ᓂᒥᐦᒑᔒᒻ 
 ᐙᐱᓯᐤ  ᐙᐱᔒᔑᔥ  ᐙᐱᓰᐦᒡ  ᓂᐙᐱᓰᒻ 
 ᐄᔨᔨᐤ  ᐄᔨᔨᔥ   ᐄᔨᔨᐦᒡ   ᓂᑏᔨᔨᒻ 

  
 There are words which end in ᒨ or ᑑ that do not change to ᒦ or ᑏ. 
 

   Diminutive  Locative/  Possessive 
Simulative 

  ᐋᒨ  ᐋᒨᔥ  ᐋᒨᐦᒡ   ᓂᑖᒨᒻ 
  ᒥᓂᑑ  ᒥᓂᑑᔥ  ᒥᓂᑑᐦᒡ   ᓂᒥᓂᑑᒻ 
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Part Eight: ᓯᐤ and ᓲ  at the end of a word and other ...iu ...uu 
endings 
 
 In the Northern dialects many of the VAI verbs in the dictionary now end in either ᓯᐤ or 

ᓲ. This is to reflect the pronunciation of elders, as well as the fact that the verbs ending in  
ᓯᐤ have ᓯ in most endings.  

 
 For example ᐋᐦᑯᓯᐤ conjugates as ᓂᑖᐦᑯᓯᓐ, ᒋᑖᑯᓯᓐ, ᑳ ᐋᐦᑯᓯᑦ, etc. In the grammar, 

we say that this verb has a stem ending in short i. 
 
 On the other hand, ᒦᒋᓲ conjugates as ᓂᒦᒋᓱᓐ, ᒋᒦᒋᓱᓐ, ᑳ ᒦᒋᓱᑦ In the grammar, we 

say that this verb has a stem ending in short u. 
 
 The spelling of ᐋᐦᑯᓯᐤ used to be ᐋᐦᑯᓲ but has been changed to make it much easier to 

write all the other endings for each verb.  
 
 Note that in the Southern dialect, people do not write the difference in the spelling of the 

dictionary form, and need to look up the stem to find out whether the verb conjugates 
with short i or short u. 

 
 ᓯᐤor ᓲ are not the only endings that work this way. Here are some examples of the verbs 

in the dictionary which have a different ending in Northern and Southern, as well as ones 
that have the same ending. 

 
   DIFFERENT (i stem)    SAME (u stem) 
 
  Northern  Southern   Northern Southern 
 
  ᐅᑐᒋᓯᐤ  ᐅᑐᒋᓲ    ᒦᒋᓲ  ᒦᒋᓲ 
  ᐋᐦᑯᓯᐤ   ᐋᐦᑯᓲ    ᐲᐦᑖᓲ  ᐲᐦᑖᓲ 
  ᐹᔨᑯᔑᐤ  ᐹᔨᑯᔔ    ᐧᐄᑖᐳᔔ ᐧᐄᑖᐳᔔ 
  ᐊᐱᐤ   ᐊᐴ    ᑖᐦᒋᐴ  ᑖᐦᒋᐴ 
  ᒦᒋᐤ   ᒦᒎ    ᒎᒎ  (no word) 
  ᐊᔨᒥᐤ   ᐊᔨᒨ    ᓂᑭᒨ  ᓂᑲᒨ 
  ᐱᒥᐱᔨᐤ  ᐱᒥᐸᔫ    ᐧᐃᔫ  ᐧᐄᔨᔫ  
  ᑯᓯᑯᑎᐤ   ᑯᓯᑯᑑ    ᐧᐹᒋᔅᑑ  ᐧᐯᒋᐦᑑ 
         ᐧᐄᔖᑰ  ᐧᐄᔖᑰ 

 ᓅᔖᓂᐤ  ᓅᔖᓅ     
  ᒥᐧᔖᑭᓂᐆ  ᒥᐧᔖᑲᓅ 



Revised March 2017   Northern Spelling Manual 34 

 

8.1 Verbs ending in ᓯᐤ  
 Verbs ending in ᓯᐤ are illustrated below, with different endings which have ᓯ, along 

with other verbs that work the same way.  
 
 first person independent third person conjunct dictionary form 
     
 ᓂᑎᐦᑐᐱᐳᐧᓈᓯᓐ  ᑳ ᐃᐦᑎᐦᑐᐱᐳᐧᓈᓯᑦ  ᐃᐦᑎᐦᑐᐱᐳᐧᓈᓯᐤ 

 ᓅᑐᒋᓯᓐ ᑳ ᐅᑐᒋᓯᑦ  ᐅᑐᒋᓯᐤ 

 ᓅᒋᒫᐧᐋᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᓐ ᑳ ᐅᒋᒫᐧᐋᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᑦ  ᐅᒋᒫᐧᐋᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᐤ 

 ᓂᐲᒋᔅᑳᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᓐ ᑳ ᐲᒋᔅᑳᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᑦ  ᐲᒋᔅᑳᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᐤ 

 ᓅᑯᔑᔑᓐ  ᑳ ᐅᑯᔑᔑᑦ  ᐅᑯᔑᔑᐤ 

 ᓅᑳᓯᒋᒥᓐ  ᑳ ᐅᑳᓯᒋᒥᑦ ᐅᑳᓯᒋᒥᐤ 

 ᓂᐹᑖᔥᑎᒥᐱᓐ ᑳ ᐹᑖᔥᑎᒥᐱᑦ  ᐹᑖᔥᑎᒥᐱᐤ 

 

8.2 Verbs ending in ᓲ 
 
 Verbs ending in ᓲ are illustrated below, with different endings which have ᓱ, along with 

other verbs that work the same way. In these verbs you can still hear the ᓱ sound at the 
end when different endings are used. For a word like ᒦᒋᓲ you cannot say ᓂᒦᒋᓯᓐ or 
ᑳ ᒦᒋᓯᑦ so it will not take the ᓯᐤ ending. But you can still hear the ᐅ sound when you 
say ᓂᒦᒋᓱᓐ or ᑳ ᒦᒋᓱᑦ so it takes a ᓲ ending. The rule is the same for any of the other 
consonants ᑰ, ᒨ and so on. 

 
 first person independent third person conjunct dictionary form 
    
 ᓅᑎᐦᑖᐱᓱᓐ ᑳ ᐅᑎᐦᑖᐱᓱᑦ ᐅᑎᐦᑖᐱᓲ 

 ᓅᑖᑯᔑᐅᒦᒋᓱᓐ ᑳ ᐅᑖᑯᔑᐅᒦᒋᓱᑦ ᐅᑖᑯᔑᐅᒦᒋᓲ 

 ᓅᒋᐧᑳᓱᓐ ᑳ ᐅᒋᐧᑳᓱᑦ ᐅᒋᐧᑳᓲ 

 ᓂᐲᐦᑖᓱᓐ ᑳ ᐲᐦᑖᓱᑦ ᐲᐦᑖᓲ 

 ᓅᒋᐱᑎᑯᓐ ᑳ ᐅᒋᐱᑎᑯᑦ ᐅᒋᐱᑎᑰ 

 ᓂᐲᔥᑖᐅᑖᒧᓐ ᑳ ᐲᔥᑖᐅᑖᒧᑦ ᐲᔥᑖᐅᑖᒨ 

 ᓂᐲᐦᑎᑖᑖᒋᒧᓐ ᑳ ᐲᐦᑎᑖᑖᒋᒧᑦ ᐲᐦᑎᑖᑖᒋᒨ 
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Part Nine:  Boundaries 
 

9. 1. Adding a personal prefix 
 

9.1.1 Personal Prefix on Nouns 
 
 The personal prefixes are ᓂ, ᒋ, ᐅ, and are added to possessed nouns. The personal 
prefixes ᓂ, ᒋ are added to Independent verb stems.  They are written joined to the word or the 
first preverb. 
    ᔒᔒᑉ 
  ᓃᔨ  ᓂᔒᔒᐱᒻ 
  ᒌᔨ  ᒋᔒᔒᐱᒻ 
  ᐧᐄᔨ  ᐅᔒᔒᐱᒻᐦ 
  ᓃᔮᓐ  ᓂᔒᔒᐱᒥᓈᓐ 
  ᒌᔮᓂᐤ  ᒋᔒᔒᐱᒥᓂᐤ 
  ᐧᐄᔨᐧᐋᐤ ᒋᔒᔒᐱᒥᐙᐤ 
    ᐅᔒᔒᐱᒥᐙᐤᐦ 
 
 If the word begins with ᐃ or ᐊ, then add ᓂᑎ, ᒋᑎ, or ᐅᑎ. 
 
    ᐊᐙᔑᔥ 
  ᓃᔨ  ᓂᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ 
  ᒌᔨ  ᒋᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻ 
  ᐧᐄᔨ  ᐅᑎᐙᔑᔒᒻᐦ 
  
    ᐃᔅᒀᐤ  
  ᓃᔨ  ᓂᑎᔅᒀᒻ 
  ᒌᔨ  ᒋᑎᔅᒀᒻ  
  ᐧᐄᔨ  ᐅᑎᔅᒀᒻᐦ 
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If the noun begins with ᐅ, then use ᓅ for the first person (ᓃᔨ my, ᓃᔮᓐ our but not 
your) and ᑰ for the second person (ᒌᔮᓂᐤ our (you and I) , ᒌᔨ, ᒌᔨᐧᐋᐤ your); for the 
third person (ᐧᐄᔨ her/his, ᐧᐄᔨᐧᐋᐤ their) use a  long ᐆ: 
  

 ᐅᑖᐹᓐ  
 

my ᓅᑖᐹᓐ our ᓅᑖᐹᓂᓈᓐ 
  our ᑰᑖᐹᓂᓂᐤ 
your ᑰᑖᐹᓐ your ᑰᑖᐹᓂᐧᐋᐤ 
her/his ᐆᑖᐹᓐ their ᐆᑖᐹᓂᐧᐋᐤ 

   
 

Note that some people would like to write ᐅ twice for ᐆᑖᐹᓐ: ᐅᐅᑖᐹᓐ but this creates 
problems with the current technology where all double vowels are automatically 
converted to long vowels in typing tools and syllabic convertors. 
 
Note that it is a very common for children to use ᒎ instead of ᑰ in words (this is a 
language change that makes it more regular): 
 

  Write the traditional form...  Not ... 
   ᑰᐦᑖᐐ     ᒎᐦᑖᐐ 
   ᑰᑖᐹᓐ     ᒎᑖᐹᓐ 
   ᑰᓯᓯᒻ     ᒎᓯᓯᒻ 
 

For some nouns these prefixes are already part of the word. These words are mostly 
names of relatives and body parts and are called dependent nouns (marked nad or nid in 
the dictionary).  

   ᓂᑯᓯᔅ    ᓂᔅᑳᑦ  
   ᒋᑯᓯᔅ    ᒋᔅᑳᑦ 
   ᐅᑯᓯᔅᐦ    ᐅᔅᑳᑦ 
 
 A few dependent nouns are not the names of relatives or body parts. 
   ᐊᑎᒻ    ᒥᑖᔅ  ᒦᐎᑦ 
   ᓂᑖᒻ  ᓃᒡ  ᓂᑖᔅ  ᓃᐎᑦ  
   ᒋᑖᒻ  ᒌᒡ  ᒋᑖᔅ  ᒌᐎᑦ 
   ᐅᑖᒻᐦ  ᐐᒡ  ᐅᑖᔅ  ᐐᐎᑦ 
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The word ᐊᐳᐃ has different pronunciations: 
 
 Full form (possessive prefix + t + apui)  Contracted form 
 
 ᓂᑎᐳᐃ    ᓂᐳᐃ 

  ᒋᑎᐳᐃ     ᒋᐳᐃ 
  ᐅᑎᐳᐃᐦ    ᐅᐳᐃᐦ 

9.1.2 Personal Prefix on Verbs 
 

The personal prefixes ᓂ, ᒋ are added to Independent verb stems.  They are joined to the 
word or the first preverb. Note that there is no personal prefix added before the third 
person (he, she, her/his X) forms. 

 
   ᒥᔅᑭᒻ 

 
 ᓃᔨ  ᓂᒥᔅᑳᓐ 
 ᒌᔨ  ᒋᒥᔅᑳᓐ 
 ᐧᐄᔨ  ᒥᔅᑭᒻ 
 ᓃᔮᓐ  ᓂᒥᔅᑳᓈᓐ 
 ᒌᔮᓂᐤ  ᒋᒥᔅᑳᓈᓂᐤ 
 ᒌᔨᐧᐋᐤ  ᒋᒥᔅᑳᓈᐙᐤ 
 ᐧᐄᔨᐧᐋᐤ ᐅᔒᔒᐱᒥᐙᐤᐦ  

 
If the verb begins with ᐃ or ᐊ, then add ᓂᑎ, ᒋᑎ, or ᐅᑎ. 

 
   ᐊᐱᐤ    ᐃᔅᒀᓲ 

 
 ᓃᔨ  ᓂᑎᐱᓐ    ᓂᑎᔅᒀᓱᓐ 
 ᒌᔨ  ᒋᑎᐱᓐ    ᒋᑎᔅᒀᓱᓐ 
 ᐧᐄᔨ  ᐊᐱᐤ    ᐃᔅᒀᓲ 

  
If the verb begins with ᐅ, then use ᓅ for the first person (ᓃᔨ 'I', ᓃᔮᓐ 'we (but not 
you)' and ᑰ for the second person (ᒌᔨ 'you [singular]', ᒌᔮᓂᐤ 'we  (you and I)', 
ᒌᔨᐧᐋᐤ 'you [plural]'); for the third person no personal prefix is used on verbs. 
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   ᐅᐦᒌᐤ     ᐅᑎᓂᒻ  
 

 ᓃᔨ  ᓅᐦᒌᓐ    ᓅᑎᓈᓐ  
 ᒌᔨ  ᑰᐦᒌᓐ     ᑰᑎᓈᓐ 
 ᓃᔮᓐ  ᓅᐦᒌᓈᓐ   ᓅᑎᓈᓈᓐ 
 ᒌᔮᓂᐤ  ᑰᐦᒌᓈᓂᐤ   ᑰᑎᓈᓂᐤ  
 ᒌᔨᐧᐋᐤ   ᑰᐦᒌᓈᐧᐋᐤ    ᑰᑎᓈᓈᐧᐋᐤ 
 ᐐᔨ   ᐅᐦᒌᐤ    ᐅᑎᓂᒻ 
 ᐐᔨᐙᐤ   ᐅᐦᒌᐧᐃᒡ   ᐅᑎᓂᒧᒡ 

 
Note that it is very common for children to use ᒎ instead of ᑰ in words, due to regular 
language change: 
 

  Write...    Not... 
   ᑰᐦᑖᐐ     ᒎᐦᑖᐐ 
   ᑰᑖᐹᓐ     ᒎᑖᐹᓐ 
   ᑰᓯᓯᒻ     ᒎᓯᓯᒻ 
 

9.2 Using preverbs 
 
A preverb is a short word, used before a verb. When there are several preverbs they occur 
in a fixed order: first the ones that indicate grammatical ideas such as subordination, then, 
the ones for tense (future, past), then, the ones for mood (want, can, should) and then the 
lexical ones indicating aspect or quality. These preverbs are written separately from the 
verb. Here are some examples: 
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  with an Independent verb with a Conjunct verb 
 

 present  or neutral     ᑳ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 present  or neutral     ᐋᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 future   ᒋᑭ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᒑ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 future   ᑭᑎ ᓂᐹᐤ 
 past   ᒌᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᑳᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 should have  ᒋᐱᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ 
 should   ᑭᑎ ᓂᐹᐦ  
 should   ᒋᑭ ᓂᐹᐦ  
 want to  ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᑳ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ / ᐙᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 go to  ᓂᑑ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᐋᐦ ᓂᑑ ᓂᐹᑦ / ᓈᑑ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 

Preverbs can undergo initial change , like ᓈᑑ and ᐙᐦ above. This happens only when 
they end up in the first position, when there is no preverb ᐋᐦ or ᑳᐦ occupying the first 
position. 
 
If there is more than one preverb, they are all written separately from each other. 

 
 with an Independent verb  with a Conjunct verb 
 

   ᒋᑭ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᑳ ᒌ ᓂᐹᑦ 
   ᒌᐦ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᐋᐦ ᒌᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
   ᒋᐱᐦ ᒌᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ  ᐋᐦ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
   ᒋᑭ ᒌᐦ ᓂᐹᐤ   ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᓂᐹᑦ 
 

If a preverb occurs after a personal prefix ᓂ or ᒋ, the prefix ᓂ or ᒋ is joined to the first 
preverb. These personal prefixes are used only with Independent verbs. Any preverb 
following the first one is separated. 
 

  ᓂᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ    ᓂᑭ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ    
  ᓂᑭ ᓂᐹᓐ    ᒋᑭ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ 

ᒋᑭ ᓂᐹᓐ    ᒋᐱᐦ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ 
  ᓂᐱᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ   ᓂᐱᐦ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ 
      ᓂᒌᐦ ᐐᐦ ᓂᐹᓐ 
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In the examples below, see how the lexical preverb ᓂᑑ is written separately from the past 
preverb ᒌᐦ in the independent order, and from the preverb ᐋᐦ in the conjunct order. In the last 
example, initial change (or changed conjunct) has turned ᓂᑑ to ᓈᑑ. See also how the personal 
prefix ᓂ, attaches to the first preverb in the second sentence. 
 

ᒌᐦ ᓂᑑ ᐧᑳᐱᒑᐤ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᐋᐦ ᐹᐦᐹᒋᔅᐱᔅᑳᔨᒡ᙮ 
chiih nituu kwaapichaau anitaah aah paahpaachispiskaayich. 
's/he went to fetch the water where it is rocky.' 
 
ᓂᒌᐦ ᓂᑑ ᐧᑳᐱᒑᐤ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᐋᐦ ᐹᐦᐹᒋᔅᐱᔅᑳᒡ᙮ 
nichiih nituu kwaapichaan anitaah aah paahpaachispiskaach. 
'I went to fetch the water where it is rocky.' 
 
ᐋᐦ ᓂᑑ ᑭᓂᐧᐋᔨᒫᐅᓱᑦ ᐄᔅᐱᔨᐦᐄᑰ ᐧᐋᔅ ᐅᐦᑖᐧᐄᐦ᙮ 
aah nituu kiniwaayimaausut iispiyihiikuu waas uhtaawiih. 
'…when she goes to baby-sit, (so) her father drives her.' 
 
ᓈᑑ ᓂᑎᐧᐋᐱᒫᑦ ᐊᓂᔮᐦ ᒋᔖᔨᔨᐤᐦ᙮ 
naatuu nitiwaapimaat aniyaah chishaayiyiuh. 
'…then s/he goes to see that old man/men.' 

 
Some preverbs can also be used as verb initial and are then written together with the verb. For 
example: in ᓂᑑᐦᐆ , the ᓂᑑ part is called an initial. The rule to use is: Whenever a preverb is 
before a verb that exists on its own, the preverb will be separated from the verb, unless it is a 
fairly common verb. To learn more about preverbs and see more examples, see the preverbs 
grammar page (http://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/verbs/preverbs/) and 
look up preverbs in the parts of speech in the online dictionary. 
 
Note: Some preverbs can also be used before a noun, in this case they are called 'preforms'. 
Preforms are written attached to the noun. Example: ᒥᔪᐱᒫᑎᓰᐎᓐ miyupimaatisiiwin. For 
more examples, see the grammar section on Word formation: Preform + Noun. 
(http://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/word-formation/noun-
structure/compound-nouns-a2/) 
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9.3 Making compound words 
 

Two or three words can be joined together to make one new word, but there are usually 
spelling changes when this happens.  Here are some examples: 
 

 ᓂᑭᒨ + ᒥᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ  = ᓂᑭᒨᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
 ᐙᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓂᔑᔥ + ᐄᔨᔨᐤ = ᐙᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓂᔑᔒᐅᐄᔨᔨᐤ 
 ᐅᑖᐹᓐ + ᒫᔅᑭᓂᐤ  = ᐅᑖᐹᓂᒫᔅᑭᓂᐤ 
 ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐤ + ᐅᑖᐹᓐ  = ᐃᔥᑯᑖᐅᑖᐹᓐ 
 ᐧᐋᐱᓐ + ᐊᒋᐦᑯᐦᔥ  = ᐧᐋᐱᓂᒋᐦᑯᐦᔥ 
 ᒥᔥᑎᒄ + ᐋᒥᐦᐧᑳᓐ  =  ᒥᔥᑎᐧᑳᒥᐦᐧᑳᓐ 
 ᐅᑳᐧᐄᒫᐤ + ᒌᔑᑳᐤ  = ᐅᑳᐧᐄᒫᐅᒌᔑᑳᐤ 
 ᒋᔖᔨᔨᐤ + ᓵᑭᐦᐄᑭᓐ  = ᒋᔖᔨᔨᐅᓵᑭᐦᐄᑭᓐ 
 ᒥᐦᐧᑳᐤ + ᐅᑖᑯᔑᐤ  = ᒥᐦᐧᑳᐅᑖᑯᔑᐤ 
 ᐧᐋᒥᔥᑎᑯᔒᐤ + ᒦᒋᒻ  = ᐧᐋᒥᔥᑎᑯᔒᐅᒦᒋᒻ 
 
More examples can be found in the Word Formation section of the grammar under Noun 
+ Noun, Verb + Noun, and Verb + Verb. 
 
 

Part Ten: Punctuation  
 

The only punctuation used in Cree texts for schools are a comma (,) to mark clauses within a 

sentence and a period (᙮) to mark the end of a sentence: 
 

ᓂᒧᐃ ᓅᐦᒋ ᐧᐄᒋᒫᓈᓐ ᓅᐦᑖᐧᐄ, ᒑᐦ ᐋᐦᑯᓯᐤ, ᐋᐦᑯᓰᐅᑭᒥᑯᐦᒡ/ᓂᑐᐦᑯᔨᓂᑭᒥᑯᐦᒡ ᒌᐦ ᐃᐦᑖᐤ 
ᒋᓵᓰᐲᐦᒡ᙮ 

 

ᒨᔥ ᑳ ᒌ ᐄᑖᑭᓂᐅᐧᐃᒡ ᐊᐧᐋᓂᒌ ᒑ ᒋᔥᑖᔨᒫᒡ ᒋᔖᔨᔨᐤᐦ, ᑯᑎᒃᐦ ᐊᐧᐋᔨᐤᐦ, ᐋᐧᐋᓰᔅᐦ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᐊᓂᔮᐦ ᒑᐧᑳᔨᐤᐦ ᐋᑎ ᐃᔨᑖᐱᒋᐦᑖᒡ ᒑᐧᑳᔨᐤ ᐋᐦ ᐧᐄᐦ ᐃᐦᑐᑎᒫᓱᒡ᙮ 

 
Additionally, italics are used to mark dialogue and direct speech in a sentence. 

 

ᓂᑯᑐᓐ ᐋᐦ ᒌᔑᑳᒡ ᐊᐧᑳᔑᑦ ᓂᔅᑖᔅ, ᓂᑭ ᐊᔅᒑᓈᓐ᙮ 

ᑖᐹ ᐅᐦᒋ ᓂᑎᐧᐋᔨᐦᑖᑯᓯᐤ ᐊᐧᐋᓐ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᐃᔨᑦ, ᒋᔖᔮᒄ ᓂᓂᐱᐦᐋᐤ, ᒥᒄ ᑳ ᒌ ᐃᔨᑦ, ᑳ 
ᐧᐃᔨᐱᓯᑦ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᒦᒋᒻ ᓂᓂᐱᐦᑖᓐ᙮ 
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Part Eleven: Writing Names 
 
Writing the names of children in Cree Syllabics is very difficult these days when parents often 
give their sons and daughters English names which have non-Cree sounds and unusual spellings.  
The teacher and the parent may often have different ways of pronouncing, and therefore spelling, 
the child's name. The child may in fact change the way she or he wishes to spell their name in 
Syllabics after several years of schooling in Cree. 
 
It is up to the teacher and the parent to agree on what to do, with the understanding that there can 
be two right ways to spell names, and that the child can choose for herself or himself, usually 
around grade 3. 
 
The Terminology Forum on the eastcree.org website suggests the Cree syllabics spelling of over 
2,700 names:  Terminology.eastcree.org 
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Part Twelve: Standard Roman Orthography (SRO) 
 

12.1 Definition 
 
A standard roman orthography (SRO) is one that exactly matches the syllabic standard 
orthography. It is useful for typing tools, for computers and for automatic conversions from 
roman to syllabics and from syllabics to roman. You can find an automatic convertor at: 
http://syllabics.atlas-ling.ca/ 
 

12.2 Vowel length: hats or double vowels 
Long vowels in syllabics are marked with a dot above the syllabic character. In roman, there are 
several options for indicating vowel length by using either double vowels or a hat over the 
vowel: 
 

Dot above (Syllabics) Double vowel  Hat over vowel 
ᐄ    ii   î 
ᐆ    uu   û 
ᐋ    aa   â 

 
In other variants of Cree a macron (for example ā, ī, ū) is used, but not in East Cree. The double 
vowel is often easier to type but makes the word look longer.  
 
ᐁ (e) is always long, but never written with a dot above in syllabics, or in roman, as ee or ê., 
although in some other variants of Cree, it is written ê.  
 

12.3 Combination of finals 
When finals combine it is important to distinguish the sequence of characters that corresponds to 
two different syllabic characters from the ones that correspond to just one syllabic character. 
This is why in roman orthography, the hyphen (-) is used to make this distinction:  
 

Compare…   with... 
 
t-h  ᑦᐦ   th ᕪ   
 
s-h   ᔅᐦ   sh ᔥ  
 
p-h  ᑉᐦ   ph ᕝ  

 
The hyphen is only used when there is a possibility for ambiguity. 


